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16th Meeting of the 45th SRC 

6:00pm, Sunday, March 17, 2019 
HCH, Room 5 

Attendance Record 
Position Name Present Regrets Absent 

President  Brianna Workman X   

Vice President Administration  Husoni Raymond X   

Vice President Education  Emma Walsh X    

Vice President Student Life  Bibi Wasiimah Joomun  X   

Harrington Hall Representative Tyler Dupuis X   

Vanier Hall Representative  Megan Gibson X    

Holy Cross House Representative Madison King X    

Rigby Hall Representative Jenicca Jean X    

Off-Campus Representative Katrina Amos   X  

Off-Campus Representative Sarie Durelle  X   

Social Inclusion Representative   Sarah Kohut X    

Sexuality & Gender Diversity 
Representative 

Sara Nason  X    

Indigenous Representative  Kyanna Kingbird   X   

Member at Large Representative Nikita Spencer  X    

Member at Large Representative Hannah Moore X    

International Student 
Representative 

 Diana Chavez X    

Grad Class President Anisha Romany    X  

First Year Residence 
Representative 

Pamela “Graci” Young X    

Faculty of Education 
Representative 

Stewart Corbett X   

 
Staff Present: Jarrod Ryan (Chair), and Recording Secretary (Brianna Hill) 

AQ Representatives: Haley Stairs  
Guests Present: Ariel Ottens, Kayla Doody, Alida Voisin, Josh Doyle, Maze Melanson, Bryce Miller, 
Sydona Chandon, Kris Foreman, Al Cusack, Hannah DeLucry, Jo Dempsey, Lauchlin MacQuarrie, Naomi 
Gullison, Manuel Garcia, Elizabeth Tuck, Laura Wade, Ailish Foley-Mackenzie. 
 
Jarrod: Just before we go to quorum call, I just want to state that there's a lot of people, obviously. So, as my 
job, it's my duty to uphold efficiency. So, if you become disruptive, if you speak out of line, this Council is held 
to Robert's Rules of Order, which follows a strict speaker's list. If you want to speak, anybody's welcome. Just 
raise your hand, I'll recognize you, I'll put you on the speaker's list. If anybody becomes disruptive, speaks out 
of line, you'll be asked to leave. So, just keep that in mind as we move forward. Everybody deserves a voice 
and everybody's welcome to speak, but we do have certain rules and guidelines that we follow at these 
meetings. So, I just ask that everybody in the back be respectful as we move forward.  
Also, if you're speaking in the back, make sure you speak loud. Our recording secretary, she records 
everything, and then transcribes it later on. So, make sure you speak up, just so she can hear you and that the 
mic picks you up. 
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Call to Order and Quorum Call 
Meeting was called to order by Jarrod Ryan at 6:01 pm. 

Quorum was met with 12 voting members present.  

1. Approval of Agenda 
The agenda was presented to council. 
It was moved by Husoni to adopt the agenda as presented. 
Seconded by Nikita. 
The adoption of the agenda was approved as presented. 
 

2. Approval of the Minutes 
Motion to approve minutes as presented was moved by Husoni. 
Seconded by Sara. 
Minutes was approved as presented. 
 

3. Business Arising from Minutes  
No business arising from the minutes. 

4. Executive Reports 

4.1. President’s Report – Brianna Workman:  
Hello folks. So, it has been a couple of weeks, with March break, so I will try to go through things briefly. But 
it has been busy for sure. So, since we last met, we did wrap up our General Election. As I'm sure many of you 
saw, the results were posted on our Facebook page. And so, we do have a new Executive slate minus a Vice 
President Administration, which we are electing this upcoming week, as well as some new Councillors elected 
for next year. So, all around exciting stuff. Erickson did a fantastic job making sure everything ran really 
smoothly for the general and I'm very appreciative of that and working with him.  
 
Then, we'll talk about this later, depending on the time, for this evening. But Wasiimah and I have been 
meeting with Reg Gallant, who's the comptroller, and works with us on the UPass agreement. And so, we are 
talking a bit about the Fredericton Transit and some changes that may be coming down the line there in the 
future to improve bus service. So that's positive. Then we, also, had an NBSA Board meeting on the 22nd, as 
well as, another one at our Annual General Meeting, last weekend, which I'll mention in a moment.  
 
I've, also, been meeting with Jessica Hughes about Experiential Learning and some of the programs that have 
taken place, or began, this year and just moving into year two of those new programs and that funding. Jessica 
and I just had a quick conversation about how this year has looked at STU and some improvements that can 
be made in the future. And so, that was great as well.  
 
I attended a Board of Governors meeting on February 23rd, I believe. That was my last Board of Governors 
meeting for the year, as well as the same for our two Student Representatives on the Board of Governors, 
Brandon Case and Rebecca Kingston. So, that was enjoyable. As well as I attended, in place of Emma who had 
class, David Coon's Youth Roundtable. So, this is something David Coon's done since he became the MLA for 
Fredericton South over four years ago. It brings together both University and High School students to work 
on youth issues. And the project that we brainstormed and discussed is taking action on Climate Change. So, 
now that's something that Emma's working on with the other members of the Youth Roundtable, is doing 
research on Climate Change and coming up with some proposals and recommendations that David Coon can 
take to the Legislator. So that's great. 



The Students’ Representative Council 
Le Conseil Représentatif des Étudiants 
Students’ Union of St. Thomas University, Inc. 

 
 

I had Help Desk office hours a couple times since we last met. I, also, met with Yanna Titarenko, who's the 
MASU Vice President External, just prior to our NBSA Conference. Her and I had been working on a project 
on how the NBSA looks at intersectionality within our policy development and within our organization, 
internally. And so, we wrapped up some recommendations to bring to the rest of the Board for our last 
Conference of the year. 
 
 I, also, signed to the gift agreement that this Council spoke about back in the Fall to donate money to mental 
health services at the University. And so, that's something that, even though we approved it awhile ago, I just 
found a time with myself and Dawn Russell to get that signed. And we're hopefully going to have a celebration 
announcement regarding that, in the near future, or before the end of the year. So, that's great. 
 
I've had a couple of meetings with the Senate Committee on Indigenous Reconciliation Husoni and I have been 
attending the President's Advisory Committee on the budget, which has a Town Hall coming up on the 25th of 
this month at 4:00 PM in the Ted Daigle. And so, that's students opportunity to really go and ask questions 
about the University budget, to voice any concern then. So, we've been promoting that on our social media 
and we'll continue to do so throughout this week to get, hopefully, a good crowd of students out to that Town 
Hall.  
 
Wasiimah and Tina and I had a meeting about some Emergency Bursaries. Husoni and I met this week to 
discuss, our General Manager, Tina, who is on a three-year contract. This upcoming year will be her 25th year 
with the STUSU. So, it is certainly no doubt in my mind that we will be continuing to work with Tina in the 
future. But we do need to just renew her contract every couple of years. So, Husoni and I discussed that.  
 
And then, last weekend Emma and I attended the NBSA's Annual General meeting with Husoni and Ailish as 
the incoming President and Vice President Education. And so, there, we approved the NBSA budget for next 
year. We talked about some things that went well this year, things that can be improved in the future. And just 
had a really good overview off the entire year. So, that was most of our weekend, last week, and getting ready 
for that. And that is most of what I have. 
 

4.2. Vice President of Administration’s Report – Husoni Raymond: 
Okay so, welcome back everyone. Happy to see everyone, all the faces here today. I'm not doing too well. So, 
bear with me, during this report. So, we had a couple of Career Fair meetings to wrap up the results or just 
debrief about the Career Fair. Wasiimah and I met with Trish and just discussed the survey results from the 
employers and, also, the students who came to the Fair and gave feedback.  
 
I did a couple of interviews with the AQ about Black History Month and, also, being the newly elected 
President. I think I did like four interviews. I, also, did an interview with the CBC about being elected President 
and the Telegraph Journal and the radio station at the SUB, CHSR. So, that was good.  
 
I've had my office hours in the Help Desk in JDH. Those were very productive. One thing I've been doing, 
recently, is scheduling some of my meetings during my office hours. Like students who want to meet with me, 
I just meet with them during my office hours. Kind of like killing two birds with one stone because sometimes 
people don't show up. So, it's more productive to schedule meetings during that time.  
 
This week we're doing the Community Food Smart. So, I did have a few people stop by to collect their 
Community Food Smart bag. So, that was really good. And I think I met with Nikita during that time, as well, 
just to talk, generally.  
 
The Black History Month video screening was on the 28th of February. Not a lot of people showed up, but it 
was a good end to the Black History Month celebration on Campus. We had a representative from the Bank 
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of Canada that came in and talked about the Viola Desmond note and the significance of that. And 

we had the screening of the Viola Desmond Documentary which was really good.  
 
I, also, attended the NBSA Annual General Meeting, and that was really productive to actually go and meet 
the other student leaders that are engaged on their campus and are passionate about enhancing the student 
experience. So, making those connections. And, also, I had the opportunity to actually contribute to the NBSA 
policy development. Amending policies for next year and just giving my input on that. So, even though I'm not, 
officially, a part of the Board, as yet, it was really good to be able to contribute to that discussion and seeing 
how the Board functions. So, it's really good insight for me as next year I'll be a member of the NSBA Board.  
 
Wasiimah and I went to lunch with Trish, as a little debrief, or celebration I guess, for the success of the Career 
Fair. We had our SEC meetings, over the past couple of weeks. I met with Sarah to discuss By-law amendments 
to the Social Inclusion Position. So, she's proposing a Social Inclusion Committee. So, I met with her to discuss 
what that would look like and what the process would be like to have that included in our official policies. So, 
that was really good. She actually sent me a draft, so I'll be bringing that to the Governance Committee in the 
upcoming week, or next week because we'll be going to a Conference.  
 
I met with Brianna, again as she mentioned, to talk about our General Manager, Tina's contract, and just 
renewal of that contract. And we, also, met to discuss the budget as we we're on the President's Advisory 
Committee on the budget. So, we just talked about some ideas we had, and we came up with a strategic plan 
on how we'd approach giving our feedback on the budget. 
 
 And I met with Tyrique and Matt. The Vice President Administration by-election is happening right now. So, 
I met with those two folks just to go over the position, go over some of their ideas, and just giving them some 
more insight on what the position entails. And yeah, that's going pretty well.  
 
I met with two Councillors on next year's SRC. So, the International Rep. and I, also, met with the two OC Reps, 
just to discuss what next year's Council will look like. I'm looking to meet with all the elected people within 
the next couple of weeks to just talk about Council, what to expect and the next steps. Because it was kind of 
like you're elected and no real follow-up. So, I just wanted to touch base with them and just start building that 
connection for next year's Council.  
 
Earlier today I met with Nikita, and with Wasiimah, to talk about food security on Campus and to promote 
some of our services that we have that we are already providing, such as the Community Food Smart and the 
Emergency Bursary Program. So, we came up with some plans on how to properly advertise those within the 
next coming weeks. And, also, some really great ideas for me, personally, that I can implement next year to 
make sure our services are very publicized, and students are able to access those.  
 
I did a budget update and that is available on our website. I will not be presenting this week, just because I'm 
expecting that this week will be a long meeting and I didn't want it to go any longer than next necessary. But 
it is available on our website. So, anyone interested in doing that, you can pull it up. But next week I'll be 
bringing this forward, formally, and making that report. So, if you want to look at that and then ask me some 
questions next week, you are welcome to. 
 
I had a Finance Committee meeting, and we donated to the 203. They are doing an Adult Prom and Grace, 
from the 203, reached out to us and requested that we make a contribution to the Prom. And we thought it 
was a really good initiative, so we made a donation of $300 to the Prom and they were really grateful for that. 
And I think this is the way to further partner with the Center for next year, as well. We approved a funding for 
$185.50 as reimbursement to the Pre-law Society for a couple of events they had over the semester, but they 
didn't actually submit their receipts. So, we reimbursed that. And we, also, discussed donating to the annual 
English Conference that was happening on Campus. However, after consulting with the organizers of the 
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Conference, they no longer needed our donation. They actually had a surplus, but we were going to 

donate to that.  
 
Generally, I'm kind of busy with the VP Admin by-election. I met with Erickson to discuss finalizing the dates, 
voting days and stuff, the debates and just going over the Election, general guidelines. So, it's been going great 
so far. The debate will be on Monday at 5:30 in the OC Lounge so, hopefully, all of you can make it. And both 
of them have some really good platform points. So, it's going to be a really interesting debate, I think.  
 
And lastly, I've been doing some prep for hiring. We will be hiring as soon as the VP Admin is elected. I didn't 
want to begin the hiring process without the VP Admin, as the VP Admin is the Chair of the Human Resource 
Committee and plays a huge role in organizing hiring. So, as soon as the VP Admin is selected we'll begin doing 
hiring. So, I've been preparing the job ads, and some promo material for the positions that will be open to 
students. So that's exciting. So, any of you looking for a job, keep an eye out for that. And that is end of my 
report. Thank you. 
 

4.3. Vice President of Education’s Report – Emma Walsh 
Okay. So, a) my report will not be as long as Husoni's. b) Because, unfortunately, I got quite sick a couple of 
weeks ago and I had to leave school for a bit. So, fortunate things, unfortunate things, all wrapped up into one. 
As Brianna mentioned, we did have the New Brunswick Student Alliance Annual General Meeting, which was 
just at the end of the March Break. We did pass some new policies including Physical Accessibility on Campus. 
We passed a new budget for next year and we renewed a policy on Student Position and Protection during 
faculty strikes.  
 
We, also, Ailish and I, met with STUISA this past, was Friday? Yeah. I got a blank look from Manuel. So, we did 
a consultation, which is something we do pretty annually to make sure that our internal policies on 
international students do represent what are actually student issues. And so, we identified some similar stuff 
that we're already working on, which is good. We do want to hear that. Especially looking for identification 
that is subsidized through the government. Funding work visas that are given to students immediately upon 
arrival in Canada. And that way they're not stuck to just working 20 hours a week when they're trying to pay 
very, very high tuition. Including, also, having immigration advice available to students on Campus. So, if you 
need to renew your student visa, you have that easily accessible to you. We, also, talked about tuition 
regulation and predictability, as well as, trying to find a way for access to students loans. So, it was a really, 
really good discussion.  
 
I had one Help Desk hour, but I did have a visitor, so that's always happy, really glad to hear that. As the other 
folks mentioned, we had an Executive meeting. I hosted a National Advocacy Committee for CASA and we 
talked just about GOTV. We're planning for the Get out the Vote efforts for next year's Federal elections. So, 
we're trying to ensure that all of the folks in each Campus, and in our membership, actually goes through a 
consultation process, for what's going to be fast for them, because we want to make sure it's really targeted. 
Also, had a call with one of my staff members to talk about what that consultation will look like for the Annual 
General Meeting, which will be this week. So, us three and Ailish will be heading to that Conference.  
 
As Brianna mentioned, I'm sitting on David Coon's Youth Roundtable. We've, also, decided to go forward with 
the Climate Change as a student issue or the issue that's affecting young people, which is cool because that's 
not something I, generally, get to work on in this portfolio. So, one of the big things I'll be doing is writing up a 
proposal for transportation that's accessible both in Fredericton but, also, across the province. I'm going to 
focus, specifically, from a student perspective, on international students and students with disabilities. So, if 
anyone has any input on that, that'd be really helpful. But I'm going to just do some research on that and write 
that up. We'll be presenting that in the beginning of April. 
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We had an NBSA Board call. I've, also, been planning some mobilization for the Budget Town Hall, 

which is going to be this Monday at 4:00 PM. Did they move it? Oh Darn. Okay. Just kidding. Next 
Monday. Okay, good to know. On the 25th. It's going to be at 4:00 PM still though, right? Yup. And in ECH. 
And I think it's really important that we have students to show up because the Administration does it every 
single year and then no students show up and then they say, "well, we consulted with students." But they tend 
to put it at the time that there's class. So, do be aware of that. But please do tell your friends, share the 
Facebook event and we'll make sure that the dates are changed on that.  
 
And I've, also, just been working, preparing for Senate, wrote up my Senate report, then going over some of 
the materials. But, unfortunately, because we will be gone, I'll give it to the Senators.  
 
And I've just been working on little things for transitioning Ailish. So, Ailish has just been, kind of, shadowing 
me and attending some of my meetings and stuff. So, it's been really good. And that is all for me. 
 

4.4. Vice President of Student Life’s Report – Bibi Wasiimah Joomun 
Hi folks. It's been quite a while. I'm going to try to make it very quick. So, before the March Break, I had a 
meeting with the Food Service Advisory Committee to discuss future steps on how to improve food services 
and how to better use our space, like the Great Hall space. And if you like the high chair tables, that was 
something that the Advisory Committee came out and decided that we should use that. And one thing that 
they are looking to do next year is to, kind of, have more food available for the Great Hall and have it open 
longer than 3:00 PM. So, let's hope it happens. But that's something that the Committee has been discussing.  
 
I, also, had a couple of Food Bank Committee meetings to discuss about future initiatives on how we can make 
the Food Bank Committee more effective, because that's something that started this year. But just to, kind of, 
see how we can have future initiatives for next year. We, also, had a Vanier Renewal Working Group meeting 
to, kind of, discuss the terms of reference for that group and start the preparation for meeting with the 
Steering Committee to discuss how to go about renewing Vanier as a residence. 
 
As Brianna mentioned, we met with Reg, from Financial Services, to discuss the UPass, which we'll see if we 
can discuss that later on or next meeting. I had a couple of Sexual Assault Prevention Committee meetings. 
We are currently working on finalizing a script for our Consent video that we are looking to do. So, I just 
finalized that a couple of days ago with Hillary Stein, who is like the CSASA, the Campus Sexual Assault 
Support Advocate. So, hopefully, this video should be out soon once we hear back from Autumn and film it.  
 
I had one Mental Health Committee meeting to discuss about future initiatives that we are doing, regarding 
mental health. Myself and the Activities Coordinator, Ailish, are currently working on having a Wellness 
Week at the end of March. So, we are, kind of, planning on that. As Husoni mentioned, we had a couple of 
meetings to wrap up the Career Fair. We, also, had a lovely lunch.  
 
I, also, had a couple of office hours during the weeks. Had a couple visitors, kind of forgot what they were 
about. I had a phone call with Johnnie from Dalhousie to discuss about the PEP-AH Conference that's 
happening on March 23rd. Unfortunately, I won't be able to go because of the Multicultural Fair, but I'd be 
joining in via call. So, it's just to, kind of, discuss about future initiative, again, to see how to promote safe 
drinking on campus. So, that would be very nice to have other people from different Campuses joining.  
 
On Monday we had a cooking class, as part of the Self Care series, and the Food Bank Committee. Around 12 
people showed. I just showed for a couple of minutes, but then I had to leave. I met a couple of times with the 
Activities Coordinator, again, to discuss about the Wellness Week that we are planning. Also, we started the 
planning of the AGM, which is going to be happening, hopefully, on Wednesday, April 3rd. We are just waiting 
to hear back from Jerry. It's going to be at 6:00 PM, or I believe 6:30.  
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And we, also, discussed about the Campaign to continue celebrating International Women's Day. 

Since it was during March Break we didn't really have a lot of active Campaigning. We had a post on 
Facebook, but we thought about having a Social Media Campaign where we can ask people to tag women that 
empower them in their life and explain about it. So, that's something we're currently working on.  
 
I had a Sexual Assault Prevention team meeting to, kind of, wrap up the academic year and initiatives being 
put forward by the UNBSU and NBCC. We are, also, discussing about how to structure the team for next year 
because that's something that just started to be done this year. So, we are working on the terms of reference 
and we are hoping to finalize that at our next meeting. I'm hoping to bring Sarah to our next meeting to, kind 
of, transition her into that position. 
 
I, also, met with Manuel to discuss about the possibility of having a panel towards Toxic Masculinity and 
Defining Feminism because we found that was a thing that hasn't been really addressed. Being the Co-Chair 
of the Sexual Assault Prevention Committee, I realized there are not a lot of males around the table wanted 
to have that discussion. So, we just wanted to make sure that we involve that demographic of people to be a 
part of that conversation. 
 
Had a couple of Executive meetings. Had the Community Food Smarts pick up this Thursday. It was only like 
five bags this month, but usually during the winter we, kind of, see the number going down.  
 
I quickly attended the Spill the Tea event hosted by the CSASA and FSACC and that event was just to, kind of, 
bust down the myth around slut shaming and rape culture on Campus. So, it was just, kind of, sitting around 
and enjoying some refreshments and just talking about those myths that exist. As Brianna mentioned, we had 
a Committee meeting to discuss Emergency Bursary. We approved three bursaries for $500 and one for 
$235.  
 
And I quickly met with Sarah to discuss about the position of VPSL. I just wanted to make sure that she was 
involved in wrapping up Committee meetings and in the conversation about what is expected next year from 
the VPSL. And lastly, I met with Husoni and Nikita to discuss about initiatives to further promote our services 
within the next coming weeks. And that is it. 

5. Employee Updates 
There were no employee updates.  
 

6. Representative Reports 

6.1. Harrington Hall (Tyler) 
Hello everyone. Firstly, long time no see. I feel like it's been such an eternity since we've all been at this table 
and I just want to say thank you to the powers that be, that there's only a month left of class. So, just wanted 
to put that out there.  
 
So, we've had quite a few House Committee meetings in the past few weeks. We've had Bob Ross Painting 
night, which went without a hitch. And we, also, had Washburn last night, which, unfortunately, didn't go as 
well. But in good news, our House Clothing came in and everyone is wearing their Harrington Hall merch. 
They're all looking amazing, including our House Committee visors. So, if you see me wearing my visor on April 
6th Day, come and say hello! 
 
We're, also, going through our House Committee election. And just a little side note, with me today, I have our 
future Harrington Hall President and only nominee, Bryce Miller. Along with lovely Harrington Hall residents 
with me here today, so I just wanted to put that out there. Other than that, I have been in contact with STU 
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Sustainability, just kind of figuring out the most appropriate way and most effective way to have a 

Bottle Drive inside the residence. So, we've been talking back and forth on that. Yeah, and other than just 
that, I hope you all had a restful and amazing March Break. Thank you. 
 
 
 

6.2. Vanier Hall (Megan) 
Hey everyone. I hope you are all doing well. This week I had the opportunity to attend Gracie's first year event, 
which was the Self Defense training and that was super fun, so thanks for hosting that. I, also, went to 
Washburn last night, which didn't last too long, but we had fun while we were there. Our residence is helping 
to collect plastics for the Art Project that Hannah was talking about it. So, I think those are going to be picked 
up tomorrow.  
 
And we've, also, elected our new House President for next year, which is going to be Emma Robarts. And we 
are now gearing up for the Elections for all the other House Committee positions. And this afternoon our 
House Committee met, and we worked on the Vanier awards for our House dinner in April and we were 
creative, and we had some fun. And this week, our Vanier First Year Rep. is going to be hosting a Pizza Movie 
night and I'm, also, going to be hosting a Donut Social and some self care. So, that's going to be very fun and 
yeah, we're really looking forward to those. 
 
Husoni: Were there any entertaining fights at Washburn this year?  
Megan: Yes, there was.  
Emma: I was going to suggest that you didn’t answer that. But….  
 

6.3. Holy Cross House (Madison) 
Hi everybody. Up here at the Cross has been, actually, pretty busy. We had our General Election and our 
Presidential Election for House Committee. So, we are set for next year. We had our House party on Friday. 
We had four sign ins, but we still had a great time. And thirdly, we made a decision, as House Committee, to 
donate all of our bottles, we've been collecting all year, to STU Sustainability. So, we're really pumped for that. 
Giving them all the updates, all the House Committee updates and everything. We're all going to go down to 
visit the Art Installation. It's going to be great. 
 
As well, if you have seen anybody running around, we have a Sticker Tag going on right now for the House. 
We are down to three people, so it should be done very soon. Also, we had two students play in Washburn last 
night. Went pretty good, I think. And lastly, next weekend we have planned a Muck Bang. A House wide Muck 
Bang. We're just going to sit around and eat a bunch of food, its going to be wonderful.  
 
And as well, we have an Er Party, where everyone dresses up as something ending in er. Can be Harry Potter, 
can be a grand mother. Anything. But yes, that is all from Holy Cross right now. 
 
Wasiimah: I would just like to say the Stick Tag got really intense and somehow, I got involved in that.  
 

6.4. Rigby Hall (Jenicca) 
Hello everyone. I, also, hope you've all had a really great March Break. So, a few things from Rigby, our House 
Clothing has been ordered and that should be here soon. And I've, also, been talking with a member from STU 
Sustainability, Joshua Sallos, because Rigby will be contributing some plastic bottles for their Art Project. And 
then our House dinner is, currently, being planned and we're planning to go to Boston Pizza. And the date that 
we had picked was Saturday, March 30th, but that's, also, the date of Relay for Life on the Hill. So, we're going 
to discuss another day that might work better. So, people who want to attend both can attend. 
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So, for Relay on the Hill, it's March 30th, it is a Saturday. It's at the Currie Center from 6:00 until 

midnight. And I'd love for anyone who can register to do so on the St. Thomas University team. And it is 
$20 to register per student. But it's a really great cause and I think everyone knows someone who's been 
affected. And so, participating in Relay on the Hill is a great way that we can help this cause. So, there will, also, 
be activities and prizes for all the participants throughout the night, also. So, that's something to look forward 
to.  
 
And so, I've created a Facebook page for the STU team. It's a public event. So, if you just search Relay on the 
Hill St. Thomas University team, you'll be able to find it. And there's a link where it says ‘tickets’ and if you just 
click on it, it'll send you to the registration page. And then after you register, Relay for Life will provide you 
with a link that you can share with people that you know who might want to support you and donate to the 
cause. So, if you want to share that event on Facebook, then let me know if you might be interested, that'd be 
great. 
 
Madison: Is it $20 per student or $20 per team? 
Jenicca: $20 per student.  
 
Madison: Is there any way that we can get more people? Like can we... there's no way to lower that cost. Or 
to like try and get together and get more funds for everybody to do it? 
 
Jenicca: I'm not sure if that would be something that maybe STUSU would be interested in contributing to 
students, but it is $20 to register. 
 
Husoni: It is something we could look into. So, if you have more information like how the payment works and 
how much you'd be expecting us to contribute because I think we have $900 in the Charitable Assistance line, 
at this point. So yeah, it would depend on how many students want to participate. But it's certainly something 
that we can look into. 
 
Jenicca: Perfect, thank you. I will definitely be in contact with you.  

 
6.5. Off-Campus (Katrina and Sarie) 
No report available. 
 

6.6. Social Inclusion Representative (Sarah) 
Hello everyone. I hope you had a fantastic March Break and it was very restful. Probably not because 
everyone was doing work. I'm really hoping. Anyways, I had a meeting with the Women's Center last 
Thursday, so I'll just give my updates from that meeting. The Vagina Monologues had a great turnout. I, 
unfortunately, was not able to make it, but I heard it was great. They made $120, which all of that goes straight 
to Gignoo House. And because of the snow storm that happened on that day, they ended up getting the room 
for free. So, they saved some bank and was able to donate more to Gignoo House, which is great.  
 
But, currently, going on is the Breaking the Silence Art Exhibit. So, that started on the 15th and it's going until 
the 21st. And that's about what I mentioned last meeting about the 2017 Guatemala Orphanage fire. And it's 
just a series of portraits of the girls that were involved. And that's happening right now at the Renaissance 
College, which is 811 Charlotte Street. So, I highly recommend everyone to go. Apparently, the portraits are 
just breathtaking, so yeah, you should make your way down there. And then they, also, said that they had, 
which I didn't even know was going on, which is a shame because I would have promoted it more here on STU's 
Campus. But the UNB Students' Union and the Women's Center got together and did an Art Show where they 
invited local artists, as well as student artists to create artwork and then put it in this Art Show for 
International Women's Day. And they were showing some of the artwork because some of it got donated to 
the Women's Center and it was like super gorgeous. So, I was hoping that next year, and this would probably 
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be something that I work on with my incoming position as VPSL, just collaborating with the 

Women's Center, doing something similar or just something in general for International Women's Day 
because I know that it was on the March Break this year. But Bibi said they're working on doing something. 
But for next year.  
 
Then I, also, like Husoni mentioned, I had a meeting with him about changing the By-laws for Social Inclusion 
Rep. So again, he pretty much said everything that I was going to say. But, basically, what I want to do is have 
it written in the By-laws that the Social Inclusion Rep. is responsible for a Social Inclusion Committee that 
way, because it's something that I regret not doing this year was having the Committee up and going early. 
Whereas if it's in the By-laws, next year the incoming Social Inclusion Rep., Dorcas, will be able to get that 
going right away and just really maximize the time that there will be student input coming in, which I think is 
always ideal.  
 
Yeah, other than that, I have been pretty busy with non-Social Inclusion Rep. related stuff and incoming VPSL 
stuff and life stuff. So that's about it. 

 
6.7. Sexuality & Gender Diversity Representative (Sara) 
Hello everyone. So, it's been a long time since I saw everyone. I almost forgot what you all like but luckily you 
are all here so now I know again. That was not a pun or a joke. That wasn't a joke or a pun. I've had office hours 
the past couple of weeks, not during March Break. But every other week I've been holding my office hours 
down at the 203 which has been super nice. The 203, it's actually so comfy and so nice and it's welcomed to 
everyone. It's got like a mermaid blanket that you can put up your legs and then you're wearing a mermaid tail 
and it is the sweetest thing ever and they've got tea, just saying, it's awesome.  
 
I, also, had a pretty long meeting with Tyler McGee, who is, actually, the incoming Sexuality and Gender 
Diversity Rep., who ran this past election. He's going to be my in my position next year. It was really great. 
He had lots of questions and I, basically, told him everything that I have had this year, sort of what STUSU 
meetings are I like. He was really receptive to everything I was saying. And since meeting him, he's also sent 
me a few messages about just other little questions that he had which I've been answering. So that's really 
good. I'm really excited in that respect.  
 
I attended and helped promote the Imprint Youth Association fundraiser a few weeks ago at the White 
Lotus Tattoo Parlor. The Imprint Youth Association isn't associated with the University, but it is an 
Association in Fredericton for Queer Youth that is trying to fundraise, right now, for money to have a 
permanent space. And they're open to University students, as well. So, when they say youths they actually 
mean like young to young adults. And University students count, typically, as young adults. And so, I went, I 
got my Medusa for the children and that was fun.  
 
And then just the last thing is, I am planning, unless the weather is awful again, to be on the upcoming Mental 
Health Panel that Wasiimah is organizing and that's going to be in late March, I think. March 27. 
 

6.8. International Student Representative (Diana) 
Hola everyone. Long time no see. Just two quick things: the first one is that this Saturday is the Multicultural 
Fair. It's going to be from 5:30-9:00pm. There's going to be a Talent Show, a Fashion Show and, also, a Food 
Fest. It's going to be really fun. And, usually, the Multicultural Fair, like the money that is raised at the Fair is 
used to create bursaries for international students. But this year, this is the second announcement, the 
STUISA Board decided to make a donation to the 15 girls in Guatemala that survived the fire that Sarah 
mentioned in her report. Yeah, so it would be really, really nice to see the support of the Students' Union 
members and you know the STU spirit, in general, on Saturday at the Fair and it should be really fun. 
 
Emma: You’ve neglected to mention that you have wonderful emcees for that event.  
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Diana: And we, also, have wonderful emcees for that event.  

 
Wasiimah: I was going to say you should come and it’s a wonderful celebration of different cultures. You’re, 
also, going to see me being part of the Fashion Show, so you should all come.  
 
Elizabeth Tuck: How much are tickets? 
Diana: It’s $10 for students and $15 for adults.  
Husoni: If you guys want to taste my famous, lovely curried chicken, you should be there. 
Diana: Just want to put it out there, this is what happens when most of your Exec. team is international 
students.  
 

6.9. Indigenous Representative  
No report available. 
 

6.10 At-Large Representative (Nikita and Hannah) 
Hannah: Hello everybody. It's nice to see you all and I hope everyone had a good March Break. So, what I've 
been working on, recently, has been mostly the Art Installation with the UNB Art Center. So, that's for World 
Water Day on the 22nd and that is when it's opening and that's at Memorial Hall, down at UNB. But we're, also, 
installing a small piece at STU so I think we're going to have something in JDH and in Great Hall. So, that's 
going in on Thursday. So, I'm excited about that.  
 
Other than that, I'm, also, working on a Divestment Campaign with a group in one of my classes. We're going 
to be bringing a motion to Council in the next few weeks, but I just wanted to give you guys a bit of background 
on what divestment is. So, basically the school, they have like $26million of endowment funds. They use that 
money to invest in stocks, to get profit for the school to just function. So, we invest a couple million dollars 
every year into fossil fuel companies. So, the Divestment Campaign is to get Universities to pull out of those 
investments, basically.  
 
So, this is like an international Campaign. There's Universities all across the world trying to do this. But, 
basically, the argument is, if it's wrong to destroy the environment, we shouldn't be profiting from that 
destruction. And it's not socially or financially responsible at this point because the oil and gas industry is 
pretty unstable right now and we don't really know what the future holds for that industry. So yeah, we 
basically want the school to pull out from those investments and, kind of, show more leadership on 
environmental front.  
 
And it's a bit hypocritical of a school that teaches the science behind Climate Change and the social and 
economic factors that play a role in that. And they're basically teaching people here how to deal with these 
issues that we're facing now. But we're still investing so much money in that industry that's driving the climate 
crisis. So, I'll explain more of it later on cause I know this is going to be a long meeting, but I just wanted to give 
you guys a bit of background information before we bring the motion forward and that's it. 

 

Nikita: I, also, hope you had a good March Break. I got my wisdom teeth out and got to eat lots of ice cream. 
So, this week, the President's Environmental Advisory Committee met again, and it was good because we 
haven't met in awhile. And we discussed having like a drop off box for old batteries put into the Help Desk. 
There is some, currently, on the UNB and STU Campus. But this will be a more local area for students to just 
drop them off. We, also, looked at some of the projects that are coming in at the first year Environmental 
Practices class and we're super excited to see what gets done with those.  
 
I, also, attended a Rural Issues Workshop and I was really upset that was the last one because I really enjoyed 
it and I'm looking forward to going to them again next year. I, also, attended Tina Oh's talk on Divestment, like 
Hannah was saying or the same thing Hannah was saying. And then I arranged for a Gardening Workshop to 
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happen on Campus, March 29th, and $10 per student is the fee. But we're hoping to have some of 

that covered by the STUSU. And yeah, so, basically, what this is, is it's a way that students can plant 
vegetables, so they don't have to purchase them. But within the small confines of like their residence room or 
their balcony or just in their living room. So, I'm really excited to see how that goes. And then like Wasiimah 
and Husoni said, I met with them earlier today. 
 
Emma: Just super quick on the Gardening Workshop, did you talk to the folks down at UNB? Yes? Because, 
sorry, just because I know that, one time when I talked to the folks who run that and asked if STU students 
have access to those they don't know that. 
 
Nikita: I did not know that. That's awesome. Wasiimah and Husoni and I were, actually, asking that question 
earlier today, so that's good to know. 
 

6.11. Grad Class President (Anisha) 
There was no report available. 
 

6.12. Faculty of Education Representative (Stewart) 
Good-evening everyone. I'm, also, not feeling very well. If I don't sound very well that's the reason. But we've 
exceeded our goal of raising $1000 for the bursary for next year's incoming BEd students. We still have one 
semester left so we're hoping to raise enough money to make it 3 bursaries of $500, instead of two. Or if 
there's not enough then two bigger bursaries. And we just finished our first week of our second placements, 
which we'll go into the beginning of May. That was all. 
 

6.13. First Year Representative (Graci) 
Hey everyone. So, the last few weeks I've been organizing and facilitating, I guess, the Self Defense Seminar, 
which happened last Wednesday. And it was a really good turnout and there was lots of good feedback and I 
learned a lot, as well. So, I'm really happy that it happened. And the instructor was awesome. So, I would, 
maybe, like to bring it back in future years. But the only thing that I found with the event was that, the only 
time that he could do it was on this Wednesday afternoon or the evening. So, a lot of students in classes 
couldn't go. So, for future reference, I would maybe do it on a Friday but other than that, it was a really good 
event, so I'm really pleased. 
 

     7. New Business 

7.1. Tabling the STU Free Tuition Group’s Petition and Reading Student Letters   

Sara: Hey, again, everyone. So, how we'd like to have this run and what we'd like to do is, first, I’ll move the 
metaphorical mic over to Naomi and Ariel to talk a bit about what the petition was and then we're going to be 
having some of our guests read their letters, and their thoughts, on the free tuition debate here at STU. I just 
want to take a moment to say two things before we start. Three things, actually.  

The first being, besides just the fact that this is something I believe in. I, also, want to emphasize the fact that 
a large portion of the signatures on the petition are Queer students here at STU, and if I was any way to ignore 
that or to dismiss that I would be doing my entire Qmunity a disservice.  
 
Second, I want to ask that as you're listening to people's stories tonight, know that these people are taking 
time out of their day to come here and it is not their job and they are using a lot of emotional labor here. And 
so, I ask you to please open your hearts and be active listeners to what they have to say. And remember that 
we are all students at the end of the day.  
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Thirdly, I ask that we save the discussion until the end of the reading of the letters. And now I will 

pass the mic to Ariel and Naomi. 
 
Jarrod: Just before Sarah, you're not moving anything? It's just a discussion, is that correct? 
Sara: At the end, I will be moving a motion for a referendum to students to leave CASA and the NBSA. 
Jarrod: Okay. I'll ask that you move that first. And I'll need the exact language of the motion. 
 
Sara: Yup. So, the motion is for STU to have a referendum to leave CASA and join the Canadian Federation of 
Students. 
 
Jarrod: And do you mean like a vote on that, like a vote to call? 
Sara: A student referendum.  
Jarrod: Yeah, no, I know, but… 
Sara: A vote to hold a student referendum.  
 
Jarrod: Now, traditionally referendums have been reserved, or kind of, held before the last day to hold tests. 
Just to, kind of, give students that leeway when they're writing tests. So, I'm just going to have to confirm what 
that last day is because there needs to be two weeks notice. 
 
Sara: It’s March 21st  
 
Jarrod: March 21st? Okay, I will double check that. But how referendums work is, traditionally, this Council 
has held them to the same standards as By-elections. So, last year we held a referendum on mental health 
services and increasing, or adding, a mental health fee. And it was held that it had to be, the two weeks notice 
had to be given before the last day of test. The referendum had to be held and completed by that last day of 
tests. And I'm of the view that precedent should be followed. So, I will double check that date, but if it is the 
21st, there isn't two weeks, what's the date? Today is the 17th. So, it won't be able to be held if that's the case, 
but I will double check for you quickly. 
 
Okay. So, the last day to hold tests in second semester is March 25th as per the University's website. And as 
per our Bylaws that referendum would be out of order because it wouldn't…. Chair recognizes Gender and 
Sexuality Diversity Representative.  
 
Sara: With that knowledge in mind. Then I will change the motion to a motion for a student referendum for 
the STUSU to leave CASA and join the CFS be held in September. 
 
Jarrod: So, again, that would be out of order as it would transcend this Council's mandate. So, a mandate is 
from I think May 1st to April 30th for the SRC. So, that would transcend that mandate to rule that a 
referendum be held outside of their mandate. So, again, that's out of order. Unfortunately, I still will allow 
discussion. But yeah, I don't, I don't see how that can move forward given our Bylaws. (to Al Cusack) I’ll need 
your name so I can recognize you. 
 
Al Cusack: Al Cusack. 
Jarrod: Okay, Chair recognizes Al Cusack.  
 
Al Cusack: As I remember of the student body would it be out of line to recommend we vote in the SRC to 
leave CASA. Given that it is my understanding that one of CASA's selling point is, 'Easy in, Easy out. And that 
it is only required that the SRC vote in order to leave CASA. 
 
Jarrod: Yeah. So it is, that's true. It's only required that the SRC vote leave CASA. CASA's deadline to leave is 
January 30th of each year. So, that deadline has long passed. So again, it would transcend this SRC's mandate 
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to impose a decision or an obligation on the new SRC. As per Title 5, Section 1(C) of our Constitution 

states that the Union has the freewill to negotiate those contracts and this SRC does have that right. But 
only within their mandate they can't, I guess, piggy back, for lack of a better term, onto the next Union. The 
chair recognizes Al Cusack.  
 
Al Cusack: In which case I would like to request that there be serious consideration, within accurate reading 
of the letters to actionable items to address the concerns of students. Seeing as we came to this meeting with 
the assumption that action would it be possible. I would like to request the collective brain power of this room 
to come up with collective solutions. 
 
Jarrod: Yeah. I will open it up for discussion. You want after the letters for that? 
Al Cusack: Our intention was to have the letters read before discussion. 
 
Jarrod: Okay. So, I will recognize that, and I will open it up for a collective discussion at the end. Are there 
any other motions? Or do you want to go into the reading of the letters? Chair recognizes Sexuality and 
Gender Diversity Representative.  
 
Sara: Before reading the letters, I'm going to ask to pass the talking points over to Naomi and Ariel to briefly 
discuss the petition first and then we hear the letters. 
 
Jarrod: Yup. (to Ariel) So, you want to go first? Chair recognizes Ariel Ottens.  
 
(Point of personal privilege made by VPEd Emma Walsh)  
 
Emma: Is there a copy of this to follow along with the text? The petition. 
Naomi: There were two copies. (to Jarrod) You have one of them. The other one went somewhere else. 
 
Sara: This is probably my fault, I know that typically when Husoni does the budget report, he doesn't 
necessarily print enough copies for everyone. We'll share and then it's online. There is a version of this online 
that we could probably link to the Facebook group. And, also, I just want to emphasize the fact that these are 
students and they have limited print credits and money. 
 
Jarrod: Yep. Okay. That's understandable. And that's what was getting at, originally, is that if it was possible, 
I would have asked. But if it's not possible, it's okay. As you've pointed out, we have just passed it around and 
in the past. So, if you want to I can pass my copyright. I will need it back for Brianna. (to Ariel) If you have an 
extra, cause I know you're going to need to read it. Do you have an extra copy on top of that or is it just two in 
total? Is that one at all? Yeah, if you want to pass around... Is it available online right now or it will be made 
available after? 
 
Sara: We can have it made available after.  
 
Ariel Ottens 
Okay. All right. So, I haven't seen you all in three weeks. Hope you had a wonderful March Break. I've been 
busy, as you can tell with the petition. So, today I'm going.... last time I read you a letter, it was a personal letter. 
Today, I don't have any personal letters to read to you. I will be reading a letter that my partner, Jo, wrote 
about their experience with tuition and debt and being excluded out of the policies at the school and CASA 
policies, as well. We'll be having three other personal letters about, kind of, the same subject and then we'll 
be finishing with a letter that Naomi has written about debunking CASA policies, which is going to be an 
absolute treat. It's a wonderful letter. And then after that we were hoping to have a motion to have a 
referendum for the students. So, we're going to have to figure out what we'll be doing with that because we 
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didn't know the whole two weeks thing. (to Naomi) Do you want to say anything before I start the 

letters? So, for now I will start with the letters. This was written by Jo Dempsey, who's in the room, in the 
yellow plaid. 
 
(On behalf of Jo Dempsey)  
Currently, I have around $35 000 or more of debt. That’s a lot considering I have two years left at STU. Next year, I 
won’t be able to get the tuition relief because my mother moved to Alberta and makes more money now. I still have to 
apply for loans because my parents don’t support me financially (rent, school books, food, etc.). But I feel very 
fortunate that even though I pay for most things on my own, I have parents who help me out when I need it. But 
essentially, I’m about to fall through the cracks of CASA's policies. 
 
When you come from a lower/middle class background and you’re the first person in your family to go to university, 
you’re not prepared for the financial blow. I signed up for university when I was 17 years old and I did not understand 
the concept of repaying loans, how expensive university is, interest on loans, and how owing thousands of dollars 
would affect me mentally. Education should not be a financial death sentence. Students sign up for school and spend 
the rest of their lives trying to catch up with the debt. How is that even legal? How is STUSU allowing this to happen 
to their students? 
 
Having this much debt is a burden already but knowing the people who are supposed to be fighting for free tuition 
(STUSU) aren’t, is really, really hard. If we did get free tuition within the next year I would feel like maybe (just maybe) 
I have a chance. However, I’ve only been at STU for two years and I’m completely strung out financially. I need free 
tuition now. Students like me exist and we’re struggling right now. 
 
The targeted free tuition is helping some people but so many people fall through the cracks. It’s better than nothing 
but the fight isn’t over. Our union is proud of the work they’ve done for tuition relief but how do you think that makes 
other students feel? I am completely left out of these programs. I feel like my union is giving themselves a pat on the 
back because they think they’re taking care of poor students like me. Please explain how that works when I have 35K 
of debt already. 
 
I don’t think about my debt every day because I’ve already accepted the fact that I will be paying back my loans and 
huge interest rates, probably, for the rest of my life. But I can’t help but think how much more time I could spend on 
my classes if I had free tuition. I’ve only recently started thinking about how much money I owe, it’s so hard to 
conceptualize a consequence that horrible. Sometimes to save myself the mental stress I can’t visualize how much 
debt I have. I have to focus on my life right now (grades, work, therapy, family stuff). It wouldn’t even be healthy for 
me to face how much debt I have. It’s something I have to think about later.  
 
Debt is that bad for people’s mental health. 
 
And the next reader that we have will be Al and then Sarah and then Kris and then Naomi. 
 
Al Cusack:  
For the sake of record keeping, I will be reading this letter word for word from what you have in front of you. 
This was originally written as a Facebook post, so it may not read as well, and I ask for your patience with that. 
But this, also, means that you can reference it later. Find me on Facebook. It's public. 
 
Hello so the free tuition debate has hit STU (finally). While my ability to talk about the technical benefits of free tuition 
are limited (see the Canadian Federation of Students website or the letter written by Ariel Hannah and Naomi Gullison 
to the STUSU for more details) I want to talk about my experience being a low-middle income student. 
 
I got a giant scholarship. I got a scholarship that covered my tuition costs. This, of course, was largely due to my family 
being part of the working poor and usually having that spare time after work to help me with my homework, buy 
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supplementary educational tools for me, and so on. Already, before scholarships are even awarded, those 

in extreme poverty are at a disadvantage. 
 
So, I got my $22,000 scholarship. Then I lost it. Because I have chronic illness and could not keep up the 3.5 GPA that 
was required. My first year, I got a 3.4. I had to beg to get my scholarship back, because I couldn't afford school 
otherwise. I had to say that I would never get that sick again. 
 
The next year I got a 3.6 and kept my scholarship. I was also an RA and got money off my residence fees. Oh, and being 
an RA trashed my mental health even more, but I did it for two years in a row so I could afford to live in residence and 
go to school. 
 
Third year I got a 3.4 again and had to go through the humiliating process of explaining how I was going to magically 
get better and this would never happen again because I was going to get so hopped up on anti-depressants and go to 
$100/hour counselling (which is considered CHEAP) as often as I could afford. 
 
Lo and behold, it happened again. I have been so sick this year that I can't graduate on time. But... the money has run 
out. There's no more "forgiveness", no more "special treatment", despite all of the hard work and unpaid labour I have 
poured into this school. Because I could not meet their unrealistic standards, I'm paying entirely out of pocket to finish 
my degree. I'm done. 
 
Oh, and did I mention that, on top of the $22,000 scholarship (which I only got because I was LUCKY in childhood), 
and the disgustingly underpaid RA position, I still had to rely on a savings account my parents had set aside for me 
and my brother ($5,000 a year for a limit of 4 years, so that's out now even though I still need to finish my BA) and 
$7,000 to $10,000 in student loans, a debt which will likely just accumulate interest for the first several years of my 
career because I will be forced into minimum wage work for years to survive. Furthermore, my status as a femme trans 
person with chronic illness will likely set me back even more in my ability to get a living wage due to employment 
discrimination. 
 
The access that disadvantaged students have now to free tuition is CONDITIONAL. Conditional on us staying 
perfectly in line, on us never getting sick, or facing a crisis, or, dare I say, LEARNING by making mistakes. No, we have 
to be perfect. The rich get to mess up. We don't have that luxury. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Sara 
Mine was, also, originally written as a Facebook post. A Very long Facebook post and it's still very long. I'm 
going to try and speed through. I might skip a few things just because they're unnecessary since you have it in 
front of you. I will put a mention first before I speak that this does mention suicide briefly. 
 
So, first things first: I am 100%, unequivocally in support of free universal tuition. I stand with the students, both at 
STU and Canada-wide, who are fighting to see this possibility become a reality in Canada. For universal free tuition 
to work, we also need to fight for it’s supporter: a better taxing of the rich, especially the Rich Beyond Measure rich. 
The first argument people pose against free tuition is that it would mean more taxes for those already struggling, but 
here is the thing: it /shouldn’t/. Taxes are, as a system, a way for all members of society to contribute to the inner 
workings of said society, from healthcare to education. Those making heaps of disposable income (usually by 
underpaying their hundreds of employees, but that’s another story), naturally should be paying a larger sum of taxes, 
since they are making so much more - usually more than one human could reasonable spend - year after year. I would 
argue that education and healthcare are the two most important pieces of society, as they are both required to keep 
a community running. Thus, funding towards education should be a top priority for the government. As it stands now, 
university and most post-secondary education is extremely inaccessible to a large portion of the population and serves 
more as a sign of class than anything else. 
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A second argument people make against universal free tuition is to instead focus on targeted free tuition. I can 
see why many people might think this is the best alternative because on paper it can seem promising. Only making 
the rich pay? Heck yeah! However, the inherent problem with any campaign that focuses on targeted free tuition is 
that the programs put in place in this way are so so SO susceptible to being cut at the whim of the government. Over 
the last month, instead of only feeling happiness over being accepted into the BeD program, this happiness has been 
tainted with stress and anxiety over the possibility of the new NB government under Higgs and the PCs potentially 
cutting or restricting the low-income tuition bursary before I can apply. Whether that is their plan or not, it is a Very 
Real Possibility. These programs’ very transient nature is not their only problem, however. Another problem with a lot 
of them is that they still leave people out, and make poor people have to jump through hoops that rich people never 
need to worry about. Take, for instance, a family that earns more than the low-income tuition bursary cut-off, but is 
in a lot of debt, and thus their child does not qualify for the bursary, despite the fact that their parents are unable to 
help provide for their education. Also, many targeted free tuition programs rely on students to be one specific kind of 
student - for example, a full-time student - which is inaccessible to many looking to head into post-secondary, such as 
parents who are primary caregivers or those who cannot keep full course loads because of mental health or disabilities. 
Thus, those who are left behind by these “targeted free tuition” programs are largely forgotten, and it again continues 
the cycle of poor folks having to jump through countless hoops that the rich can run past with ease. This leaves many 
- even those being helped by certain targeted free tuition programs - with no other choice but to rely on large loans 
which negatively impact not only their financial abilities after university, but also add extreme amounts of stress and 
anxiety while studying. This extreme stress students are under is a huge social contributor to the epidemic of student 
mental illness and suicide. Universal free education leaves no one behind and has worked for other countries with 
much less money than Canada. My point being that targeted free tuition is faulty, inaccessible to many, very 
susceptible to change/cuts with each passing government, leaves many behind, and is not a fix to rising tuition costs 
nor is it a fix to class inequality. It merely masquerades as a fix. 
 
Lastly, here is my personal story. I want to preface this by saying: I have been so incredibly lucky. Words cannot 
describe how lucky I have been. The admissions folks at STU took a chance with me and awarded me one of STU’s 
largest scholarships, which covered my tuition, living expenses, and (if I stayed in residence) all my meals through meal 
hall, for the full four years of my degree. If I had not received this scholarship, or something close to its equivalent, I 
would not have been able to attend STU. That is not an overstatement. Heck, even with this scholarship I needed to 
secure a part-time job in order to survive (I have also been lucky in that respect 
 
Growing up after my father’s bankruptcy, we were rural poor, and there was no way my parents could have 
contributed financially to my education. I also knew that, with my anxiety and extreme paranoia about money - 
especially lended money - I could never get through university on loans. Not only would my loans have had to be 
enormous (they would have needed to pay for not just university expenses but also living expenses, since my parents 
live more than an hour away from the closest city), but the stress of knowing I was living on tens of thousands of dollars 
that would soon be collecting interest and weighing me down for the rest of my life would have WRECKED my mental 
health. It is currently wrecking the mental health of many of my friends. I know someone who’s suicide attempt awhile 
ago was directly related to money stress. I would not have made it through university on loans; I would have crumbled. 
That would have been me. 
 
The only reason I received the amazing scholarship I did is because my parents taught me from /kindergarten/ that it 
was the ONLY way I was going to be able to attend university and break my family’s circle of poverty was through 
excelling, in every possible way. I worked so hard, through my entire school career, chasing A’s. Chasing merit awards, 
GPA awards, engagement awards. Grade 3 on-wards I never got less than an A- on a report card. Ever. And this was 
not through “natural, inborn talent,” it was not through me being better in any way than my peers. It was through 
having to develop an extremely high work ethic, and hours and hours of pouring over homework, assignments, 
projects, everything. Devoting my life to it. My parents were smart; instilling the drive in me to overachieve from a 
young age turned it into a habit. And habits, as we know, are hard to break. My parents didn’t actually care about my 
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grades. They were proud of me, yes, but what they really wanted was to make sure I’d be able to keep those 

grades up through high school, be an academic success, and be able to attend university and live a life they never 
had access to. 
 
And I did. At the time I applied for my scholarships through STU, I had the highest GPA in my graduating class. I was 
participating in many clubs that I was passionate about; in particular social justice groups that filled my young activist 
heart with drive. However, I was never in sports. They were too expensive, and required constant drives all around the 
province - something inaccessible to my family, no matter how well they might have looked on a resume/cv. 
 
I do not want to imply that all the work I put into my grades and the community are pointless. I am especially proud 
of my activist work. But I do want to emphasize the incredible stress that my life has been under, from a very young 
age, to succeed no matter what - because the latter meant ending up dirt poor, just like my family. And if my life had 
been even a little different - if my mom hadn’t had as much time to read to me constantly as a child and enhance my 
literacy skills, if I hadn’t had heaps of wonderful teachers who inspired me and believed in me throughout my 
education, if I had needed to work more while in high school to the detriment of my studies, if ANY of these plausible 
things happened: I would not be where I am today. I am where I am today due to a mixture of constant stress, work 
ethic, fear, luck, and passion. Not talent. 
 
Universal free tuition, for me, would mean no other poor child living here having to grow up the way I did. No other 
child inheriting class trauma that follows you like a ghost through every class you take. No other child being told, from 
as young as 6, that the only way they can get a higher education is to always chase that A. That 100%. An A to rise 
up. An A to get away. 
 
I wish the world was different. I wish universal free tuition was Canada-wide, I wish it /has/ been in place for decades. 
I wish I could go back in time and meet with ten-year-old Sara, which is around the age I started having breakdowns 
about my grades. I wish I could hold them and tell them that everything is going to be okay. That they could finally 
breathe. Calm down. That they could mess up, have a bad year, take time to have fun - without worrying about 
jeopardizing everything. That through it all, even if they mess up a bit, they can still receive the higher education their 
rich peers can access with ease. That they are allowed to take breaks. 
 
But that’s not something I can tell young Sara. Not yet. 
 
And I still haven’t had time to take a break. 
 
I’ve been called idealistic before. I recognize that what I’m fighting for is part of an “ideal world.” But I have a secret to 
tell each and every one of you: this “ideal world” is a very real possibility. STU is small but it is mighty. And a cool thing 
about universities is that there are a good chunk of them. We don’t have to fight alone. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Kris Foreman  
This is verbatim off of Facebook  
 
There are a lot of posts going around right now about why free tuition is important and necessary for students and 
why the St. Thomas student union should be advocating for it. They are really personal and really sad. There's no nice 
way to word this, so I'm, just going to be blunt with mine. 
 
I grew up poor, I was raised poor, and it is really hard to picture a future where I will not be poor. 99% of my depression 
is based on the creeping and terrifying realization that this is just how I'm going to live forever, regardless of how much 
"hustling" or luck I'll be able to strum up. None of the kids I hung around with when I was younger have graduated 
from high school, and the fact that I am here isn't because of talent or a few teachers believing in me or hard work - it 
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was just random happenstance. I have a really hard time motivating myself to pull 12-hour days working, 

going to classes, working on homework, interning, and volunteering when any chance of success I'll have is based 
on another stroke of luck. And whether I get lucky or not, I'm nearly $40,000 dollars in debt. $40,000 of student debt 
even though I have a scholarship and 2/4 years of going to university I have received free tuition through the tuition 
access bursary. 
 
Nearly $40,000 in debt and I STILL have to work while I attend school and all summer. Throughout all four years of 
my degree, I have worked some weeks that were 3 or 4 hours, and some weeks that were closer 30 or 35. Last 
semester, for example, there was a period of a month where I literally did not sleep more than 3 hours a night trying 
to attend work, school, and finish all my homework on time. 
 
Up until last year, where I filed as common law instead of as a dependent student, I had to jump through hoops when 
they wouldn't believe my fathers income or that I had to call and explain that my mom is dead and suddenly hasn't 
miraculously been reborn since my last application. My student loans are always 3 to 4 weeks late, and I don't have 
the means to buy books until I receive it, which means I'm already starting the semester already at a disadvantage. 
 
My first year of university, student loans wanted to only give me $40, and I had to embarrassingly call and cry to 
receive a reassessment. In my second year, due to an overpayment I was never made aware of on their part, they tried 
to only pay me $600 for the entirety of second semester (which was less then the amount I paid in books that 
semester, let alone the price of tuition or living). 
 
If you're not advocating for free tuition and for funding so that students don't have to work during their degree, you 
are literally calling for students to suffer. Many times, during the course of my degree I contemplated dropping out or 
ending my own life, but I'm too far in debt to quit with nothing to show for it at the end. Most students from similar 
financial means can't stick it out, and when I look around at the students in most of my classes, most of the students 
around me in fourth year made it to fourth year because their parents were rich enough to save up for their education. 
Poor students rarely make it this far. 
 
Tuition sucks and student loans are destroying poor young adults. The STUSU is not representing the needs of poor 
students by not advocating for free tuition. It is an embarrassment to all who attend St. Thomas that this has to be a 
discussion at all. We need free tuition for all and we need funding so that students aren't killing themselves pulling a 
balancing act so that they can eat. 
 
Naomi Guillson  
To my fellow students on the SRC: 
 
Over the past few weeks, the STUSU’s executive council has been putting out arguments against universal free tuition 
in favour of targeted free tuition, that is, creating bursary programs that make tuition free for students whose parents 
report a certain income or lower on their taxes. When asked for sources, they cited work from policy researcher Alex 
Usher and the institution he is founder and CEO of, Higher Education Strategy Associates. There is a large plethora of 
problems with Ushers work. To ensure we are properly representing Usher, we encourage students to read his work 
“Ten Bad Arguments about Free Tuition in Canada”. 
 
Alex Usher neglects several crucial factors in his analysis of universal free tuition and targeted free tuition. The most 
crucial of these factors is the existence of Canada’s progressive tax system, or the existence of taxation at all for that 
matter. His claim that universal free tuition helps only the wealthy is easily undermined by the fact that it would be 
Canada’s wealthy that would be paying for universal free tuition. Even if this wasn’t true, and the money for universal 
free tuition were to instead just magically appear, saying that it would help the rich more than the poor is to ignore 
the fact that tuition is the primary barrier for the poor to get into post secondary education and it’s the poor we need 
to be thinking about. Even if it did help the rich more than the poor, (which it wouldn’t) that isn’t the point.  
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Ushers claims about how targeted free tuition being a more common-sense approach are also undermined 

by the fact that paying for tuition though progressive taxation makes far more sense than just allowing 
universities to charge the same rates to everyone regardless of income. Usher can rant about how it’s “smarter policy” 
than universality because it targets the needy specifically, what he does not mention is how extremely easy they are 
to get rid of. The Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP) is a perfect example of the programs Usher is praising: 
it was scrapped almost immediately by the Ford government. This is what the New Brunswick Tuition Access Bursary 
program was based off. 
 
We just finished an election ourselves, and there are already rumours of the Higgs government looking to get rid of it. 
Compare this to universal programs: If someone were to stand up in parliament and advocate that Canada get rid of 
universal medical care, their constituencies would have their head for even suggesting the idea. This is the effect of 
universality in public policy. Because it helps everyone, no one sees it as something to get rid of; everyone has a reason 
to defend it. 
 
Why create all the bureaucracy of targeted programs for the sake of paying for people’s education when that money 
can just go directly towards education? Why set up all these gates and processes to give people the money to pay for 
what they need when the price tag can just be removed? Usher far from justifies the need to go about accessibility in 
such a convoluted way.  
 
Usher’s claim that free tuition only helps the wealthy is backed up by data showing that more students in Europe have 
parents that went to post secondary institutions than in Canada and the US. What this ignores is that only in England 
has tuition reached levels as high as Canada, the rest of Europe continued to have very accessible post-secondary 
education since after the second world war. it makes sense that European students would be much more likely to have 
parents that also went to post-secondary institutions. When you look at data from the world bank, all the countries 
Usher claims have more affluent student bodies than Canada have higher wealth equality than Canada. The fact that 
Usher would use such context sensitive data in the place of standard measurements of inequality makes it look as 
though he prefers standards that support his arguments rather than ones that produce the most accurate results. 
 
With so many holes in his work compared to the influence he has had over our student unions policy, Usher seems to 
be nothing more than a very successful con man, and we are the ones being conned. Considering his history in the 
founding of CASA, and as a lobbyist for university administrations, I feel quite comfortable challenging him in this 
regard. We as a student union need to start thinking for ourselves about what our external policy needs to be rather 
than dangerously relying on self-proclaimed authorities on the subject to do our thinking for us. We need to leave the 
organizations that have been pushing Usher’s work on us, CASA and the NBSA, and start arranging our external policy 
to be firmly against the rising cost of tuition. 
 
Al Cusack: I would like to amend that request. I did not ask a discussion. I asked you for the recommendation 
of tangible action. So, I would request that when you're thinking about what has been said in these letters, we, 
you aren't just thinking about it in the abstract, we were thinking about what STUSU is going to do about it 
because that is what we came here today to ask for STUSU to act, not to discuss. 
 
Jarrod: Okay. So, I misunderstood that first one. So, I apologize. To me that is more of a motion then cause I'd 
already granted a discussion and I thought it was just a reiteration of that. So, to me, my reading of that or my 
understanding is more along the lines of motion as it has a pointed end. So, I will need someone to second that 
motion 
 
(Point of order made by President Brianna) 
 
Brianna: What’s the motion? 
Jarrod: To have a pointed discussion instead of just the…… 
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Al Cusack: I would like tangible action items to be suggested in the recognition that the tangible 

action items that we've brought forward are not possible. 
 
Jarrod: So, it's no longer the discussion on this point. Chair recognizes Vice President Education.  
 
(Point of order made by VPEd Emma) 
 
Emma: We have to do discussion back to the current thing that's on the table first and then move into that 
and do that motion. 
 
Jarrod: Yeah, that's correct. So, I will recognize that point of order. So, as the Vice President Education just 
said, we'll finish our discussion and then afterwards I'll let you move that exact same motion. That's my 
mistake on a point of order. As per Robert's Rules, we have to finish the discussion of the current item on the 
agenda and then move into the second item. So, that is a separate item that will have to be voted on later on. 
Is that understood? 
 
Al Cusack: Not quite. I'm not sure why proposing action items is different from having a discussion. 
 
Jarrod: So, because as a pointed end, instead of a general discussion about the letters, now you're asking to 
propose.... 
 
Al Cusack: I'm asking why we would have a general discussion that doesn't lead to any point end. 
 
Jarrod: Because there wasn't a motion before. When there isn't a motion, it's general discussion. A pointed 
end requires a motion that's then voted on to be put before Council as per Robert's Rules of Order. Okay.... 
 
Al Cusack: Apologies, bureaucracy was not communicated to the general student body. So, these meetings 
are inherently inaccessible. 
 
Jarrod: It's in our Bylaws that these are, they're run under Robert's Rules. That they…. 
Al Cusack: And we are all taught Robert’s Rule?  
 
Jarrod: Nope. But it's my job as Chair to teach people Robert's Rules and to uphold the efficiency of these 
meetings through Robert's Rules. So, I'm doing my job in that respect. Chair recognizes Ariel Ottens.  
 
Ariel Ottens: It's not ideal. This isn't accessible, but we're just going to have to do it. 
 
Al Cusack: I accept that. I just request that in the future there be need an actual explanation of how Robert's 
Rules work if they are going to used to create bureaucracy at these meetings. 
 
Jarrod: Yeah. And that's my job to explain to you. So, like I said, under Robert's Rules, basically how it works, 
in layman terms, is that there's a motion, someone second stop motion to put an issue before Council for 
Council to discuss. And then Council votes on whether or not they want to discuss that motion under Robert's 
Rules. So, if it's not added to the agenda at the beginning, you can amend the agenda to add that item. If not, 
you can put a motion during the meeting, someone can second that and then Council will vote on whether or 
not they want to consider that issue. So, right now we've already voted by approving the agenda that we 
would hear the tabling of the documents and the reading of those letters. But we didn't agree to have a 
pointed discussion about bringing up alternative solutions. 
 
Al Cusack: Even though I requested that at the beginning?  
Jarrod: No, you didn’t. So, it was… 
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Al Cusack: I, actually, did. I said I would like, I believe I said I would like for there to be action items and 
substantial solutions by the STUSU. 
 
Jarrod: Yeah, that was my mistake. Sorry. I misinterpreted. But again, it wasn't at the beginning when we 
approve the agenda. 
 
Al Cusack: That, actually, is the language I used at the beginning.  
 
Jarrod: Okay. So, that's my mistake. I didn't hear it.  
Al Cusack: Thank you for that. 
 
Jarrod: Now, as per Robert's rules, I will have to vote on whether or not we want to discuss that item. As for 
now, I will open up the speakers list if anybody wants to comment on the letters. If anybody has letters of their 
own to read, we can move in to that. 
 
So yeah, as a point of order, you can add, even during the discussion, this isn't the be all, end all. If something 
comes up and you wanted to discuss it, you can absolutely add your name. This is just to keep an order. So, if 
you do put your hand up, I'll just add you to the bottom of the list. And we do our running speakers list. Chair 
recognizes the International Student’s Representative. 
 
Diana 
Thank you. First of all, I just wanted to say thank you to all the students that have shown up to Council today. 
I am here, joined today, by Manuel Garcia, he's the President of the International Students Association. We 
work really close with regards to international students' issues. So, I would just like to begin by saying that a 
few weeks ago, STUISA made a statement that I would like to read in case anyone hasn't read it yet. It's 
probably in the Facebook group if anyone wants to like following along what I'm going to say. So, this is how it 
goes: 
 
As international students, we face many barriers to our education that are often invisible to domestic students, and 
as a result, end up being completely disregarded. These barriers, such as paying far higher tuition fees, figuring out the 
immigration system on our own, and finding work opportunities, among others, make our experience in Canada 
anything but easy and make it difficult for us to focus solely on our studies. The reason as to why international 
students decide to come to Canada to complete their university education is certainly not the same for everyone, but 
we are all here working twice as hard to make sure that we can maximize this golden opportunity that not everyone 
in our home countries gets to enjoy. And even though we enjoy our experience here, sometimes it can be isolating, and 
we feel left behind by the system. 
 
As non-citizens who cannot vote but see their everyday lives inherently affected by the outcomes of any election, 
STUSU’s advocacy with the NBSA and CASA is the only way in which our voices are being directly channeled to the 
provincial and federal governments, and we appreciate STUSU’s representatives, the NBSA, and CASA's massive 
support and constant consultation with us that in turn, has led to numerous wins that reduce the barriers we face in 
our everyday lives. 
 
To highlight a few, the NBSA successfully advocated for our free Medicare coverage in New Brunswick, saving 
international students more than $700 a year. Similarly, the NBSA is currently advocating the Government of New 
Brunswick to subsidize government photo-identification cards for international students, so that we no longer have 
to carry our passports everywhere we go, nor deal with people assuming that we are carrying fake IDs only because 
they are not in English or French. CASA, on the other hand, successfully advocated in 2017 for an expedited 
immigration process for international students; is currently advocating for our work visas to be provided with our 
student visas, so that we do not miss out on internship opportunities simply because we cannot work over 20 hours a 
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week during the school year; and for amendments to Article 91 of the Immigration and Refugee Protection 

Act, so that we can receive advice and support in migratory matters from our international office, something that 
at the moment is not possible. 
 
These are just a few examples of how these two advocacy partners have been crucial in ameliorating our experience 
at St. Thomas University, and in Canada as well, guaranteeing that our concerns and preoccupations do not go unseen 
or unheard of. Anyone suggesting that the STUSU should leave either the NBSA or CASA is completely disregarding 
over 170 international students that struggle daily to thrive in a system that, unfortunately, does not make it easy for 
us at all. 
 
We are grateful for the relationships we have with these organizations, and we stand committed to continuing pushing 
for change for our international student community. 
 
So, that is the statement that the International Students' Association posted in their Facebook group. I just 
want to highlighted that as international students, as I mentioned, we cannot vote in any sort of election and 
the only way that our concerns can be voiced is through the advocacy of these organizations. And it just went 
to a point... I know this may sound redundant, but I just really want to make emphasis on the fact that through 
the NBSA's advocacy, we have been provided with access to provincial healthcare, Medicare, and that's saved 
international students a lot of money a year. And it is, in my knowledge, that the NBSA is, also, now advocating 
for photo ID cards that was mentioned in the statement. So, I just want to say, as a final point, that our voices 
wouldn't be heard without said organizations. And I'm sure Manuel will, also, raise some points on why we 
need the NBSA and CASA. And why leaving would only affect international students in a negative way rather 
than in a positive way. And as International Students Representative, I feel international students are not 
being taken into account in this discussion. Thank you. 
 
Tyler:  
Okay. So, if it's okay with Council and the amazing, lovely people that came out tonight, I prepared a statement 
on behalf of my House Committee with the signatures of my House Committee and I'd just like to read that 
statement out loud for all of you today. 

Dear fellow STUdents, 

My name is Tyler Dupuis, and this year, I had the amazing opportunity to serve Harrington Hall as their Vice-President 
External and sit around this table to work with the hardest working, caring, and dedicated people I have ever met in 
my life. During the year, I listened to student after student express their concerns for the very same issues that you all 
stand here today for. As the representative of not only my House Committee, but the people of Harrington, I sit here 
today to say that which the vast majority of Harrington Hall cannot, and will not support this petition, nor what it 
stands for. 

As much as we agree on issues such as accessibility, mental health, reconciliation, and financial aid, we, the people of 
Harrington Hall cannot support a petition which calls for us as a union, to leave CASA and the NBSA. These 
organizations give all students a strong, peaceful voice to the Federal and Provincial government to advocate for the 
very issues we all agree on. If not for organizations like CASA and the NBSA, I would not be here reading this very 
letter to you right now. This year alone, I have almost dropped out twice, due to the many financial barriers many of 
us face. Like many, I come from a low-income family here in New Brunswick, I haven’t just heard the issues, I’ve lived 
them. Being the first from my family to attend University gives me extreme courage and hope for our future, but not 
if we leave CASA and the NBSA. I however, couldn’t have done it alone, if not for an amazing  family who have 
sacrificed so much to give me the chance for a better future, a better life than they had. Initiatives such as The Free 
Tuition Program, was advocated and fought for by the NBSA, now, we live at a time where these programs are at risk 
of being revoked. In the past few weeks, I have heard that you advocate for Universal Free Tuition, even when 
Targeted Free Tuition programs have been proven to help more every day students’ in situations like mine. I, however, 
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am one case from many here at STU, who benefit and can be here because of programs inspired by Targeted 

Free Tuition, advocated for by the very organization your petition wants us to leave. Through NBSA Advocacy 
week, which I had the opportunity in participating in this year, I have first-hand seen the work and dedication these 
organizations put and know the potential they have to help places like St. Thomas, where so many have decided to 
call home, and where so many have also had to leave due to the other mounting financial fees other than your tuition. 

Finally, after listening to students from Harrington Hall, many feel betrayed by this petition. Many have been lied to, 
and manipulated into signing, and feel it is not in their best interest. I, along with my House Committee, and the 
targeted residents of Harrington Hall, stand behind our amazing executive team, Brianna, Husoni, Wasiimah, and 
Emma, along with others who have sacrificed so much for this union.  
I hope we can continue to fight for the issues that matter here at STU, and as student leaders and mentors, let us not 
forget the work still left to be done, but let us also remember the amazing things we have accomplished as a union. Let 
this council, and all the individuals who have sat at this table, be the example of what can happen when we all work 
together towards a common good. Leaving CASA and the NBSA might be on your agenda, but I plea to council, not 
only on behalf of myself, but for those who cannot be here to use their voice today, let it not be on ours. 

Sincerely, and always from an open heart, 
Tyler Dupuis, Vice-President External for Harrington Hall. 

 
Sarah 
Hello everyone. Similar to what the people that have spoken previously have said, I really appreciate 
everyone being here and taking or making use of your voice as students, regardless, of what your sense is on 
this matter. It's really important that everyone's talking about it, regardless, again, of their stance.  
 
So, I was born and raised in Smithville, Ontario. I've lived there my whole life. Although I currently go to school in New 
Brunswick, here at STU, what is going on in Ontario under the Doug Ford government still affects me. Not only did my 
closest friends attend university in Ontario, but I have a younger brother who will be attending University in 
September 2021 in Ontario and I am genuinely fearful for what his university experience and the university 
experience of my friends will be like as a result of the recent changes Ford has made. 
 
One of these recent changes has been the removal of the Targeted Free Tuition Program. On the surface level it may 
seem as if Ford decided to repeal this program due to ineffectiveness. However, that would not be true. Ford decided 
to repeal this program because he deemed it too expensive. If you're attempting to make the argument that targeted 
free tuition is easier to take away than universal free. And citing Ontario as evidence to support this claim, that would 
simply not be true. In reality, any program, regardless of its nature, has the ability to be cut because nothing is ever 
permanent.  
 
Ontario repealed the Targeted Free Tuition Program due to how expensive it is. However, universal free tuition is far 
more expensive. So, with this reasoning, universal free tuition would be the first to be taken away before targeted free 
tuition. In addition to this, now the funding from the government for low income students, which used to be primarily 
grants are now loans, which needs to be paid back and will collect interest if not paid immediately after graduation.  
 
I encourage you to think about this: if offering targeted free tuition to a portion of students was too expensive. How 
will offering free tuition to all students be affordable? The Ford government, also, announced that they will be cutting 
tuition costs by 10% in the 2019-2020 year. Which on the surface, again, it's easy to see why someone may think this 
is a good thing? However, underlying this 10% tuition decrease is the fact, due to this decrease, universities will be 
losing out on $360million in revenue and colleges $80 million. The Ford government has stated that universities and 
colleges are expected to absorb this loss in revenue and will not be subsidized for it. This means that universities and 
colleges will be forced to adjust their budgets to make up for these losses. Budget adjustments that could look like 
increasing international student tuition or cutting programs. That's a total of $440million lost that will be taken away 
from resources, programs and student support, you name. It as this really ideal?  
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The final decision made by the Ford government I would like to highlight is cutting mandatory Students 

Union fees. Without this mandatory free, many Students Unions would not be able to exist. I can say, confidently, 
that many of us in this room have utilized programs and services which the STUSU helps fun or run and many of which 
was mentioned in this meeting and up and coming ones. Without this mandatory funding, Students Unions will be 
forced to cut many programs and services. Some of which include mental health and sexual assault supports. In 
addition to this without mandatory Students Union fees Students' Unions will be forced to lay off many students that 
are employed by the union eliminating their income and ultimately sending them more in debt.  
 
When encouraging students to leave CASA and the NBSA and join the CFS, which is a Canadian Federation of 
Students, the conversation has been very one sided. It's easy to highlight the positives of the CFS and the perceived 
negatives of CASA and the NBSA to support your cause. But it's, also, easy to not highlight the negatives of the CFS. 
And I would like to take this opportunity to do so. The CFS has had their greatest presence in Ontario with over half 
the schools they represent being from the province, that's 57% or 37 schools. The CFS has a history of disallowing 
Students' Unions to leave their organization and taking drastic and inappropriate measures ensuing their 
membership. One of the most drastic occasions being when the Cape Breton University Student's Union attempted 
to leave the CFS. 92% of CBU students voted to leave the CFS, which the CFS, obviously, did not like and countered 
this attempt with a lawsuit against their Students' Union, which bankrupted the CBSU. Not only did they bankrupt 
their Students' Union, but they used CFS fees, by other universities, to fight the CBSU. Ultimately using students to 
fight other students. 
 
The CFS focuses on larger member unions, such as the ones in Ontario, and the CBU is not one of them. The current 
student population at Cape Breton University is 2,511 which is, actually, larger than STU student population of 1,800 
undergraduate student. If the CFS was able to walk all over and bankrupts the CBSU because they were a smaller 
member union, what would they do to us? Not only do they illegally, bully Students' Unions into staying with their 
organization, but they withhold money and information from students. In 2014 hundreds of thousands of student 
dollars suddenly appeared on the CFS's Financial Audit and three years later in 2019 the CFS would still not release 
their report of the audit to their own members.  
 
In the meantime, while all this was occurring, students across the country were still paying money to the CFS. By 
advocating for STUSU to join the CFS, you are advocating for students to put their money towards the CFS, only to 
have them swallow it and disallowing this money to ever see the light of day again in form of a better student life. Your 
doing so while simultaneously advocating for free tuition for the purpose of affordability and eliminating financial 
barriers. To me, this is unjustifiable. 
 
After my degree at St. Thomas, my plan was to return to back to my home province of Ontario and attend graduate 
school. However, after Ford's recent changes, I'm reconsidering this. When you cite Ontario in your research, it makes 
me think, and as a proud Ontarian, I genuinely never thought I'd be put in a position to say this, but do you really want 
to become them? I am proud that I chose to attend university in New Brunswick and not in Ontario. 
 
Nikita: So, I didn't prepare written letter because I wanted to openly hear what you guys had to say 
beforehand. So, like many of you guys have expressed in your letters, I, too, am from an extremely low-income 
family. My mother is a single mother and one year I made more than her. As a student and working, she only 
makes $24,000 a year. That's not even enough to pay for my tuition and my rent. I understand your struggles.  
 
I, currently, am I benefiting from the programs that we have here in New Brunswick, but like many of you guys, 
I'm falling through the cracks. I still have to pay my own books. I still have to pay my own rent and I work 
upwards to 20 hours a week. I understand. It's extremely hard. I am with you and I love what you said Al about 
coming together and working for a solution that's going to benefit everyone.  
 
That being said, I don't think it's beneficial for us to ditch our current programs when we could just be editing 
them to make it better for everyone. I use the analogy, if you make a spelling mistake in your Facebook post, 
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are you going to delete the whole post or edit it? Right? So, I, also, wanted to talk about the letter. I 

can't remember who it's by, but there's one line that is claiming that universal free tuition helps only the 
wealthy. It's easily engrammatic. But the fact that it would be Canada's wealthy that would be paying for 
universal free tuition.  
 
So, right now in our current system we have a program that benefits low income families and middle-class 
income families leaving only that of the upper class. And according to this letter it says that the upper class is 
the one that will be paying these increased taxes. So, I don't see how it would benefit us for giving them free 
tuition when we're just going to turn around and tax them. Excuse me, tax them more. And, and I just wanted 
to, also, reiterate what Sarah said about the Ontario system. It can easily happen to us. 
 
Manuel Garcia: So, Diana mentioned that I was the President of the international Association. Like Nikita, I 
did not prepare a statement cause I wanted to, kind of, echo what the statement Diana read said. And echo 
what I've heard from international students after discussing. The whole sentiment is that a way that general 
international body feels, it's like we're not being taken really into consideration. I'd just like to reiterate what 
the statement says that some of our struggles are invisible and given our invisibility, the statement that some 
students are falling through the cracks, I would say that international students cannot even fall through the 
cracks. We're already in the cracks. We are that invisible. We, actually, don't get a say. Personally, what I've 
felt from the moment that this debate, the universal free tuition and leaving the NBSA and CASA is that we're 
not being taken into consideration.  
 
We might not be citizens from here and it's really easy to say like, 'oh well you chose to come here' and so 
forth. Some of us, actually, didn't make that choice. Some of us actually were fortunate enough to be granted 
scholarships to be here. So, we understand the struggle of having to pay high tuition. The average tuition for 
an international student is around $25,000. We, also, have to work really hard to make sure that we maintain 
our scholarships. I am, actually, right now, in the year like if I can get a certain GPA right now, I'll lose my 
scholarship, as well. So, I definitely understand that. 
 
I just want to paint the picture of that international students here are not their own autonomous individual 
agent. We depend a lot on what you guys are doing. Personally, I really appreciate it what the STUSU has been 
doing because they've actually taken the time. Since I came here, I've worked with STUISA since first year 
volunteering and now I serve as President. And they actually take the time to come and sit with us and discuss 
what we're feeling and what do we need, what are we struggling with? Like Emma mentioned, they were there 
on Friday.  
 
And from the other party that has been trying to raise the matter of leaving the NBSA and CASA. Personally, 
the Association, itself, which is the official body that represents international students has not heard any kind 
of consultation about how international students feel. That honestly raises the question, do you even care 
what happens to international students if the STUSU were to leave the NBSA and CASA. Have you thought of 
the repercussions that outcome is going to have or the nature of the outcome that it will have on international 
students? 
 
It does make us feel neglected and what we said in the statement that our concerns will not be neglected or 
ignored. That's exactly what's happening in this debate because we are not going to take into consideration. 
Something that I did want to raise, and I thank Diana for reading the statement because, personally, right now, 
and what Diana did, it's not easy to raise you're voice when you're a minority. 
 
I know that a lot of people in this room understand it. But if you look around, there's only six international 
students in this room, I think. 5.5. But, it's really not that easy to raise your voice when you're not meant to be 
heard. We can't vote in elections. They are the only people that have been in charge of channeling what we 
think to the Federal and Provincial government. Honestly, through their work and what I've seen, the 
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International Students Association and I would say the general international student body can do 

nothing but be thankful to them.  
 
In terms of the universal free tuition debate and targeted free tuition, it's not easy to say. But in the end if 
universal free tuition does happen and it would become a thing. If you think about it, the only people that 
result harm from that would be us. Universal free tuition sounds very utopic at the moment. If it came to 
happen, it would definitely not involve international students. So, that would make us compensate for that 
wouldn't be taken in by the government. So, it would only make her tuition far higher than what it already is.  
 
We are 10% of the student body and next year we might be 13% because we just keep on growing and 
growing. But personally, we could be 3% and we still shouldn't be neglected. We still matter. You know what 
I mean? Even if we're that small, we still should be taken into consideration. 
 
Ariel Ottens: So, the reason that I brought students with me here today was because I know that a lot of you 
have taken this activism personally and I think anything that Naomi and I say is, it's kind of like when someone, 
when you think that someone is really upset at you. You like listen to the words that they hear but you don't 
really like take it in. You know what I mean? So, I brought students here today that weren't us, for this reason 
and I, also, thought you wouldn’t be assholes to them. But I was wrong. 
 
Jarrod: That statement is out of order. It is disruptive. You will have to take it back. 
 
Ariel Ottens: I take back the asshole part. I can't believe that after you heard people in this room talk about 
how much debt they're in and how much free tuition would like genuinely change their lives that you would 
say that. And that you read those letters because you're upsetting people and you're not taking their struggles 
seriously. And I really thought that it would be different by bringing these people. But I was wrong, and I regret 
it. I'm sorry that everyone that I brought here had to listen to that, but I guess we're dealing with that.  
 
So, I don't work at CFS. I've never been to like CFS headquarters. I don't know everything that goes on there. 
I've talked to, not, like I talked to a student who was an international student. But he was telling me like, you 
know, I'm not sure that I want to sign this petition because I don't know what CFS is doing for international 
students. And I was like, that's fine because no one that, like we've approached, we've said, you have to sign 
this, this is dire, this is really important. We've said if you want to, that's okay. Every time we knocked on 
someone's door and they say no, we're like, that's fine. But that's totally cool. We're not, we're not pressuring 
anyone into it. If someone is like not understanding what we're talking about then like that's totally valid. I'm 
sure that I've signed petitions before that I'm like, I wasn't 100% sure what was going on. But like we have 
never pressured anyone into it.  
 
And I want to mention that we have been talking to a lot of international students, and this is not personal to 
you, it's not personal to you (to Manuel and Diana). But when Naomi and I were going around Rigby Hall, we 
were talking to international students who appreciate, like genuinely appreciate what the NBSA and CASA 
has been advocating for them because like you said, like it's been really awesome stuff. But they've, also, said 
like, my tuition is ridiculous. The amount that I'm paying right now, it's ridiculous. And no one cares. Like no 
one cares about how much debt this is putting me in. And I didn't like, I didn't know how high the international 
tuition rate it was before I got into this. It's a lot. It's a really high amount and so they've been signing our 
petition.  
 
If you saw it go around, we had a section on it for whether you're, I think, international or not and we have a 
lot of people say that they were international students and that they were supporting us and one of another 
thing that I want to say is that I'm not, I would never advocate for free tuition that wasn't including 
international students because I want free tuition for everyone. I don't want free tuition for like 500 people 
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that deserve it. I don't want free tuition for a certain class of people or a certain place in the world. 

Education should not have a price tag and people are telling you that that's okay.  
 
People are looking you in the eyes and telling you that it is okay that tuition is going up $500 a year and that 
tuition is $7,000 for a liberal arts degree each year. That's ridiculous. I want free tuition, not just for me, not 
just for Sara but also for you and also for you and the international students. And I am very open to having 
discussions with people if they think that or not. If they think if they know that my policies are not inclusive, 
then I'm open to that discussion and I would love to talk more about that. But we have been having, like I'm 
hesitating about what you said about the international students is that like so many of them have been coming 
to me and being like, yeah, the NBSA and CASA have been advocating for me, but like it needs to be more, and 
I've agreed with them and that's all I have to say. 
 
Al Cusack: NBSA and CASA have done so much for international students. NBSA and CASA have done so 
much for all students. STUSU has done so much for all students. We appreciate you. We see you, we hear you. 
I know many of you in this room and I know that I have a reputation of trust with many of you in this room and 
I am imploring you to recognize that trust right now. When I say that I appreciate you, but I also recognize that 
the structures and systems you're working in are ruining lives, are getting people killed or putting people in 
debt to live lives that they can't afford to live because they can't afford their therapy, their physiotherapy, 
their healthcare, their meds.  
 
I'm not asking everyone in this room to agree with what we're doing. I'm not asking everyone in this room to 
say, yeah, everything we've done up to this point, that's been trashed, let's throw that out. I'm asking you to 
be critical of the system you are in. The system that you are in is like a goldfish in a bowl of water. I am asking 
you to say this is water and recognize that that is what it is. You may see it differently than we do and that's 
fine. But we are asking you, at the very least, to please, please be critical of the stance you are taking. And 
please, please be critical of the fact that you wrote letters in response to letters that you did not hear it. And 
ask yourselves why you did that. Was it because that's what you believed was right? And if so, why? Don't just 
be pawns of a system, be critical. And if you come up with a different solution, great, let's hear it. But until then 
we also asked you to hear us. Thank you. 
 
Kayla Doody: Hi everyone. I am not a current elected official representative or anyone Thomas University.  
I'm just here speaking as an individual about my experiences, actually, not attending St Thomas University but 
attending Memorial University in Newfoundland. They are an active member of the Canadian Federation of 
Students. So, I'm going to speak about that today. But before I actually, I want to say thank you to everyone 
here for taking the time to speak because it is super scary speaking in front of a room of people and especially 
sharing things that make you vulnerable and that make you really human. And admit that you struggle on an 
everyday basis. And especially talking about financial matters because for some reason they're always really 
taboo, and they really shouldn't be, and we need to have frank discussions about those.  
 
So, I'm from Newfoundland, originally. So, I went to Memorial University like every other Newfoundlander 
does. And at Memorial University there is a tuition freeze. So, this tuition freeze has been in place since the 
90s. And it works out so that your tuition is, is pretty cheap. But, unfortunately, with that lower tuition costs, 
it has been very difficult to advocate to government through the Canadian Federation of Students as well as 
other avenues to increase the amount of funding that is given to those universities that operate within those 
tuition freezes. So, I stand here today and just ask you to also be critical that as well when advocating for free 
tuition or lower tuition costs.  
 
When I attended Memorial University, it was great being at home. It was really awesome to be there and have 
my family around me. But what was not awesome was sitting in a classroom with 200 kids in it and because 
the government wouldn't give any more money to allow more professors. It was also really unfortunate that 



The Students’ Representative Council 
Le Conseil Représentatif des Étudiants 
Students’ Union of St. Thomas University, Inc. 

 
I was as the STUSU motto goes, 'You're not a number here.' I was a number at Memorial University 

because there wasn't enough money given.  
 
The walls actually had asbestos in them. To the point where they have signage up down on what quote on 
quote "the muddles" underground tunnels saying, 'don't disrupt the walls because there are asbestos in them.' 
And so yeah, tuition was cheap and that is great in a lot of ways. I'm sure there are ways to advocate for that 
through CASA and NBSA. But before we turn to that, it's really important to be critical of what we're asking 
to join and what we're asking to leave behind. And I'm not an international student so I will only speak briefly 
to this because I truly, I can't really speak to it. But I do know for a matter of fact that as a way to keep tuition 
low at Memorial University, they target those that are from out of province and out of country. It is very 
restrictive to those seeking a quote unquote "cheaper tuition" for that matter.  
 
So, it's only offered to those that are in and from Newfoundland. So, not those that come from away. And it is 
so critical that Canada as a whole have opened provincial borders so that that access is not limited to anyone. 
And I know that the Canadian Federation of Students has been able to maintain this lower tuition rate in the 
province by targeting those students that aren't in Newfoundland, in particular. So, before we go and turn her 
back on NBSA and CASA, I just really want us to be critical about we're joining and before we get into it, 
because someone already has previously noted it is really hard to leave the Canadian Student Federation as 
well.  
 
So, that's just really all I have to say is that this conversation is really good, and it is really hard to try and stay, 
you know, it's hard to just put forward a policy and not get personal. So, yeah. Thank you again everyone for 
speaking honestly. I just really want us to be critical and to not turn our back on CASA and NBSA and all the 
work they have done for both international students and even those coming from a different province like 
myself, I came to Saint Thomas for the quality of education that I can get here. And yeah, that meant I was 
going to incur debt.  
 
You know, I moved away from home and I have to work to make ends meet just like everyone else. But the 
quality of education, the reason we go to post-secondary is to learn and to engage with individuals and to 
speak in a classroom with 30/40 people in it. Not In a huge auditorium where we are just a number. So, thank 
you again and thank you for hearing me and thank you for everyone else for speaking today. So, thank you. 
 
Kris Foreman: Yeah. Okay. So, like nobody wants international students to advocate for things alone, right? 
Nobody wants that. Nobody wants Queer students to advocate for things alone. And nobody wants poor 
students to advocate for things alone. So, saying that universal tuition would be just as easy to get rid of is just 
not true. Because right now in our current system, the only people who will be advocating to keep the TAB 
program, which is an access bursary right, is poor people. But everybody was receiving free tuition, everybody 
would be fighting to keep it too. 
 
Hannah Delucry: First of all, I'd like to say thank you. I've never been to one of your meetings. It's very formal. 
All I have to say is I've been learning about this every day and I continue to learn about it everyday and I'm 
learning about it right now. And I don't mean to have individualistic ideas and what I think is right. But my 
questions are just surrounding, raising tuition, continually by cutting departments. My department is cut 
every single year to points where I don't get the education I deserve, because I'm paying for it, because I have 
a student line of credit, because I don't get a bursary, because my parents make too much, but they don't help 
me.  
 
So that's my problem, is where I fall in the cracks too. In the idea that having universal free tuition would cut 
our program to me is just, kind of, saying what's already happening in our schools, which is sad. I love STU. But 
we shouldn't only be able to have one or two full time profs in any department. And, also, the idea of where 
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those profs are and what department, also, I think shows where STU might put some of their values 

and what departments we see more funding.  
 
My other thing, I just want to lean on is what I want is just everyone to, all I want is everyone deserves to be 
educated, no matter where you're from, no matter what you look. And right now, I feel like all we're doing this 
juggling who has it worse and I don't think that's right either. I think we need to start thinking as a collective 
because that's what this is needs. 
 
Nikita Spencer: All right. So, one thing I wanted to say is for all of us in the room, we're talking about our 
personalized debt and we all say we're in debt. Most students here at STU are. But one thing I want to highlight 
is I hear a lot of us talking about like, oh, we have scholarships and we have bursaries and we benefit from all 
these programs, but we're still in debt. So, what I want to know is what other expenses are we paying out that 
universal tuition is still not going to cover, right? Like even if we do get universal tuition, we're still going to be 
in debt because we have our books, we have rent, we have our food. That stuff still isn't going to be covered. 
Our tuition is only 40% of our expenses and any amount of debt isn't right. But just switching to a universal 
system isn't going to help everyone get out of debt. We're still going to be in debt because those of us that are 
benefiting right now, as an example from the two programs, even us are still in debt because we have all of 
these other things. So, if we do have universal free tuition, we're still going to have debt, unfortunately. 
 
Husoni: Okay, again, as everyone has said, I'd like to thank everyone that came out today, read your letters 
and shared your concern. The STUSU is always open to hearing different opinions and that's not something 
that we we're afraid of saying. And we're not afraid of listening to students. So, I really appreciate you guys 
coming here and sharing your experiences with us and that is how we can advocate better for students. If we, 
actually, have the opportunity to listen to them. And, over the past few weeks, I know I, personally, have met 
with a lot of students and we've continuously extended invitations for students to come and express their 
concerns. So, we can listen and better advocate for their needs. So, I just like to put that out that we aren't 
against you for coming and there is no animosity, I'd say, with you coming and sharing your experience.  
 
I'd just like to touch on the part about international students, as I'm an international student. I'm an 
international student from a low-income family. I'm an international student from a third world country. 
Neither of my parents went to university. Also, I have to pay way more tuition here at STU. And how, first of 
all, international students not being properly consulted as the President of the International Students 
Association has mentioned. If you're really going for a policy, it's important to consult those groups and 
consider how your policy will affect them. 
 
I've taken a look at the petition and some of the signatures are students that I know and that I have spoken to, 
personally. And I think a lot of them have been misled and a lot of them did not know what they were signing 
as it was not explained to them properly. Based on what people have expressed to me it has been a, "Do you 
want free tuition?" kind of thing. Like sign this petition. And I think, particularly, because international 
students are not necessarily versed in like understanding how the post-secondary education sector works in 
Canada. I think it's very unethical, the way that their signatures were gained. By not consulting them properly 
or letting them know the full extent of what they're signing. And actually, having them sign a petition that will, 
ultimately, not really benefit them. But reduce access for international students to study in Canada and it's 
just another example of exploiting a marginalized group for political capital to say you have international 
students signing just petition without actually, fully explaining this and how it would work.  
 
Canada already has discriminatory immigration policies where people from third world countries find it hard 
to migrate here to Canada. And a lot of international students use this opportunity to study in Canada as a 
means of making a better life for their family and just coming here and establishing themselves and then 
bringing their family here. Universal free tuition reduces access for international students. And I don't think 
that's something that was really communicated. 
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For countries that do have universal tuition, for instance, Germany, you see where there's a reduce access 
for international students to actually go and study those countries because one, even if it's free for 
international students, the government prioritizes its seats for domestic students and only make a limited 
amount of seats available for students from other countries. So, therefore international students will even 
find it more difficult to come here and migrate. And I know a lot of my friends, as international students, are 
from low income families and are marginalized students. This is the opportunity for them to get a better life 
and advocating for a policy that would restrict their access to that is so problematic. And having them sign a 
petition without fully informing them about is very unethical and this disingenuous. 
 
I don't take this personally. But as you guys have acknowledged that we have been doing a lot of work and 
consulting groups the best that we can. If a student ever has a problem with how we're advocating or what 
we're doing. We never say don't express that voice or get upset about it. I'm always, anyone who talks to me 
about these things know I'm always saying, or and I think the Executive, as well, has an open mind. And we're 
always open to listening to students. But I don't think that is communicated to students when they're signing 
the petition because I've seen things saying that we're not doing anything and saying the STUSU has been 
advocating for higher tuition. Which is just very disingenuous and, also, defamatory and it's really... I'm not 
taking it personally, but as someone who puts in a lot of hard work and constantly makes the effort to consult 
students and is really passionate about enhancing student experience and making sure all students feel 
included doing something like that is just like, I don't know, a slap in the face, kind of, to put it. I can't find a 
better way of phrasing it.  
 
So, I'd like to encourage everyone here, if after this meeting you don't fully understand our position or what's 
going on to actually meet with us. We're more than open to discuss how this policy will affect students, 
international students, in particular as I'm an international student. But students in general. So, just a point on 
that, to conclude, or to summarize. I don't feel the international students who have signed this petition or a 
lot of them who signed this petition know the full extent of this petition. And they were misled into signing. 
And as I said before, I've reviewed the names on this petition, and I've spoken with these students and that is 
what they've communicated with me. And I find it just so very unethical to have them sign something that will 
ultimately go against their interests. And that is what I have to say for now.  
 
I could talk about the CFS fees budget wise, as the VP Administration. I’ll just talk once and just finish it there. 
As I said, I'm someone that goes, and I listen to others opinion and I go and do research and then make a 
decision on that. And I did go about and look at the CFS fees as in last meeting Naomi said that it would only 
be a couple cents more. In fact, it would be $5.74 cents more per student to join the CFS, not just a couple 
cents more. That would equal us paying over $10,900 more per year, for this. And actually, that would require 
us to increase student fees, substantially, to accommodate that or cut services that we already have limited 
amount of funds. For instance, our Academic Assistance that a lot of students benefit from. Our Clubs and 
Societies line, which I'm hoping we'll be able to increase funding for.  
 
Moving to a more expensive advocacy partner budget-wise would not be a wise choice, not to mention how 
we would fit within that organization. But I just like to clarify that as it was mentioned in the last meeting and 
I would like to reiterate that international students are very supportive of the NBSA sand CASA because 
we've frequently consult international students and personally experiencing going to the NBSA board 
meeting, I had the opportunity to really express international students opinion and hearing from other 
student leaders how the governance structure of an alternative works. First of all, there's no provincial of 
alternative to the NBSA. So, that would just leave us in a leeway where we'd have no representation for any 
student, for a matter of fact. But these advocacy organization, based on my judgement, would not be a good 
fit, for this STUSU not to mention how much more expensive they are. 
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I think, as an international student in leadership, I can attest that our voices are heard, and we 

actually influence the direction of these advocacy groups. And yup, that's briefly all I have to say. If I hear 
anything else, I will contribute again. 
 
Wasiimah: Okay. So, thank you all so much for coming and for bringing up those concerns. I know its not easy 
to be very open and be very vulnerable about things that really hit you. I'm going to try to make this very short 
and also if I sound shaky, it's because I'm very, very cold. I don't know why, but I it's very cold.  
 
I wanted to address, first, the petition itself and how it went about getting people's signature. So, before we 
start, I would just like to see by a show of hands how many people have heard that people came to you as 
representatives and was like, 'yeah, I didn't know what I was signing for. There was a lot of manipulation. I was 
not given enough information on both sides.' So, if you could just make sure heads how many people have 
heard that from students that will really bring an impact on how the number of students that actually faced 
that and realized that the petition, they were signing was very disingenuous and unethical. That will be really 
great. So, I've heard a couple of students say that.  
 
So, this shows that in the room, itself, as representative, we get at least like 5 or 10. Or I don't know how many 
people come to you and say, 'yeah, I signed this petition. Would you mind telling me what that petition is 
about?' And when you explain, they are like, 'Oh, I didn't know what I was signing for, can I take my signature 
back?' But now that you already signed and you're already using that information and saying those students 
signed. They didn't really know both sides and I really think this is very unethical.  
 
And, also, like to point out that a lot of the signatures were gathered during election season and I would've 
hesitant to say that lies were being used to go around residents to gather the signatures. I have screenshots 
of my residents messaging me saying that said person want to go around residence to get signatures. Not even 
to get signatures. But during the election campaigning season. Which is not true because you were going 
around and getting signatures for a petition that didn't have any relationship with campaigns and election. 
And a lot of these people came to me and was like, 'I didn't know how to say no. I just thought they wanted to 
campaign for the election season.' Which for me this is getting signatures in bad faith. And how reliable is that?  
 
How reliable are those people who are really advocating for universal free tuition if we do decide to go with 
that? Are we able to trust these people and say, 'yeah they are going to advocate for us. Represent us, while 
they are even getting signatures in bad faith.' So, I just wanted to make that out there. 
 
Also, I've heard that very often the posts that you were making, were very personal attacks to a lot of these 
people and I don't think if you really want to accomplish something and make something happen that you 
should be personally attacking people's character. And I feel that was very unethical and not very nice on 
some parts of people because we are here. We really love their job that we do. We really care about students 
and to see that people are personally attacking other students where we, also, take 5 courses, 6 courses, we 
are also in debt. We are also trying to manage other jobs. And to see that you really attack other people's 
character is very, very disheartening to me.  
 
To see that those people are saying they are going to advocate and represent students really disheartens me 
and makes me really think of whether you really mean what you're going to do. Since we are all talking about 
international students, I'm just going to throw it in there and talk about international students. I'm coming 
from a low-income family, too. My parents never went to university. Like we are not able to apply for loans. 
So, I would say like I'm not in debt, but my parents are in debt back home. But I felt that even though you said 
you talked to a couple of international students, I wouldn't hesitate to say I don't know how truthful you were 
to them. And if you really thought about consulting international student, you would have gone to either the 
International Student Rep. or the President and this didn't happen. And I feel like if you say you're going to 
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advocate for international free tuition, but if you are not able to do that for domestic tuition, how 

are you going to do that for international students? 
 
Also, a lot of things that you say, have it backed up by facts or research. For me, this really boggles my mind. 
I'm like if you're saying something, I would like to see research and data on that. How effective is that? We all 
know that Ontario has the highest CFS presence, but they have the highest tuition, as well. So, if CFS has been 
advocating for universal free tuition, we should have been seeing that in Ontario and why are we not seeing 
that?  
 
Backing all your statements or whatever you're saying by data is how we see things happening. You cannot 
just throw statements out there and make personal attacks and say that we are advocating for higher tuition 
and that we do not care for students when we are so passionate about this job. We care about student issues 
and we take those concerns. If you meet with us, we are very open with meeting with students. If you met with 
us and sat down with us, we wouldn't have disregarded any of your concerns that you've brought forward. 
But you are going on social media and, literally, bashing some people in this room. I don't think that's the right 
way to get things done. 
 
 And a lot of you are saying that is about collectively coming together. But in this whole process, I didn't find 
any collectiveness coming from both sides of the table. While we were very open to discussing that.  
 
I knew that was kind of all over the place, but I just felt that I needed to just point out those things because as 
someone who's very passionate about this, who is an international student, who struggles. Where last year I 
had only... I'm going to say it. Usually I don't say about my financial statement or position, but I had only $33 
for a whole year during my account. But the NBSA, the CASA has been doing things and STUSU provides so 
many services that international students are able to advocate, to provide to international students and STU 
students that are very beneficial in this case.  
 
And if we leave these organizations, are we really going to be getting those services? Are we really going to 
have the money to provide people with these services? To make the university experience a good one. In 
theory everyone would love to have free tuition. I would love to have free tuition. But how feasible is it? How 
doable is it? Are we giving up services that make our experience on campus, in university so much more 
better? Are we ready to give up that for universal free tuition? And that's mostly what I had to say. 
 
Graci:  As already said, I want to thank everyone for speaking out tonight. We're getting a lot of perspectives. 
I do want to talk about the reliability of petition that was passed around earlier during this meeting. So, 
referring to petition, there are multiple cases of misinformation regarding the student's information who 
signed it. There are many individuals listed with either incorrect residents, spelling of their names or emails. 
The one specific case, which I have since gained consent of the individual to release this information. Her email 
address is misquoted and is not correct on the petition. Her residence is, also, listed incorrectly. She stated 
when asked about the information she was given prior to signing the petition and I quote directly, "I really had 
no knowledge of what I was signing except for that it was free," referring to the tuition.  
 
Aside from the lack of understanding upon signing the petition, the significant amount of misinformation that 
was put into question about the reliability of the petition. There's not room for error when considering a 
petition of this weight. Therefore, I suggest that the petition cannot be wholly considered as a reliable 
example of general student support. Thank you. 
 
Al Cusack: I had a lot more to say on this topic, but I just want to take my last opportunity speaking to 
apologize for coming into this thinking that people were going to listen. Think that people were going to not 
have letters prepared to rebuttal what we said before they heard what we said. I apologize for believing that 
you cared about your fellow students, believing that you wanted to hear what we had to say. Believing that 
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the STUSU was open to hearing student input and hearing what students had to say and that is 

clearly not the case when you come with prepared arguments to say why we're wrong, when you haven't 
even heard what we had to say yet. There are arguments that I can make, but I know that you already have 
your ammo ready to shoot them down. So, I just want to say I'm sorry for wasting all of your time and I'm 
especially sorry to the students who came out here and who were vulnerable and told this room full of people 
what they've been through. Just to be told that what they've been through doesn't matter. I'm sorry that 
would we put you through that. I'm sorry that you had to pretend like you care. Thank you. 
 
Emma: Thank you. So, Al I do want to say that we are listening. It may not seem like that because I think that 
there's been, maybe, some confusion about the difference between the causes and the effects that we're 
talking about right here because I think that every single issue that was brought up today are legitimate issues. 
That not only the students in this room shares but students all across our campus. And I think it, also, highlights 
the diversity of the issues that students face because there are so different based off of where you're from, 
your background. If you're an international student, if you're a domestic student, if you're in your first year, if 
in your fourth year. There's so many different aspects of us as students. And I think that that's something 
that's really been highlighted tonight. 
 
I, also, would like to say that as much as possible, we do not take this personally, but our passion here comes 
from doing what is best for students, which is in our mandate in the SRC's Constitution. And it's, again, it's not 
the cause, it's not these shared issues that we're all dealing with that we're debating tonight. It's the solutions 
or how we can deal with these and I think that that's what it means because what you told us does matter. It 
does matter. I, personally, it matters to me and I'm sorry if it doesn't feel like that because again it's that 
discussion between the solution to the issue the cause of the effect.  
 
But these are real issues. Mental health is a real issue. Being able to pay for medical care is a real issue. Being 
able to pay for your rent, for your books, for your food, paying to live. Those are genuine student issues and 
we hear you. But we want these things for people as well. I think, again, the issue here is whether or not 
universal free tuition would be the solution to those issues which you're identifying. And I think something 
I've heard tonight from the students who are on these programs is that even with the money that they're 
getting with their free tuition, they are still in debt.  
 
And that's not something that we are going to be addressing by making tuition universal. Unfortunately, 
tuition is only 35% of the real cost of your education, Nikita has pointed out. I, also, know that Hannah has left, 
but I think that her issues with the ideas of raising tuition, but cutting departments are also legitimate issues. 
But there's no proof that having universal free tuition would address those issues. In fact, if anything, I think 
what Kayla says is that that could actually lead to the detriment of those departments. And that's not 
something that I want to see either.  
 
In terms of what we are talking about today, I do want to say that on its face, universal free tuition sounds 
great. I come from the United States and the tuition is around $30,000 to $63,000 a year. Which is completely 
inaccessible. And before I came here, I was like a light of hope and I've recognized it's so not perfect. It is so 
not perfect, and the work does not stop here. And I think that that's the other thing that maybe we need to 
discuss a little bit more.  
 
Yes. We said we like what we've done but we do want to keep improving. And I think there that's something 
that you also addressed there in your letter. For instance, the free tuition program and tuition relief for the 
middle class aren't extended to part time students and part time students are students who are coming from 
more diverse background: students who have children at home, students to work full time. And those right 
now in our advocacy are things that we are pushing for. But it's also, this is not to say that in terms of a solution 
based, we can't like next year advocate on increasing tuition relief for the middle class or include or increasing 
free tuition to target more of the students that we find are falling through the cracks.  
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And there is no way that we would not be open to that discussion. I, also, do just want to emphasize that 
we are looking at that more holistic aspect of education too because I've heard it from your letters that some 
of the most expensive things are rent. It is school books, it's your food. It is medication. And I think that those 
are issues that we would not be fixing by having universal free tuition. Unfortunately, that's, kind of, what 
we're looking at.  
 
I, also, do want to talk about the feasibility of the issue and, also, about accessibility to post-secondary because 
that's something that I'm very, very passionate about. Because again, I come from a country where education 
isn't that accessible because it's so freaking expensive, a lot of students can't afford to go.  
 
But the issue, also, looks when we do look at it. I've been trying to engage in this discussion, but it's so hard 
because we haven't been able to sit down and talk it through. And if you don't want to do that, I will not force 
you to do that. I will never force a student to talk to me. But the issue here is I can't understand where you're 
coming from because I don't have any information in front of me and I think that's really difficult. So, I've done 
my own research as Husoni and looking into countries that do have universal free tuition. And the thing that's 
so misleading about that name is it's not universal free tuition for everybody. It's universal free tuition or 
really just free tuition for the students who have the highest marks. If you look at Germany for instance, access 
rates to post secondary education cut in half.  
 
We have a 60% access rate in Canada for postsecondary education, which is huge in terms of class 
mobilization and striking down systemic barriers. But the issue is in Germany, even in Quebec and places 
where tuition is so competitive because it's so cheap or that it's free. They utilize programs such as streaming, 
so when you're in sixth grade in Germany they force you to take a test where it's determined whether or not 
you will go to university, trade school or the workforce. And, unfortunately, that's not a realistic expectation 
because I hope that we all believe that what your grades are in sixth grade or what your academic ability is in 
sixth grade, isn't going to be what determines where you're going to be, what opportunities you are going to 
have available to them for the rest of your life.  
 
So, I do believe in accessibility of post-secondary. I think the best thing we can do for that is pushing for low 
tuition or it's pushing for more upfront needs-based grants. Because I totally echo you on the fear that comes 
from loans, student loans are terrifying. Nobody wants to saddle themselves with debt. Absolutely nobody. 
Then that's why we advocate for Upfront Non-Repayable Grants, because, again, looking at the feasibility, 
how do we go about providing the solutions that we're looking for? We have to do something that will happen 
now. It's not going to be like, oh, maybe in 50 years we'll have universal free tuition and we're going to stop 
advocating for bursaries and for Non-Repayable Grants that will help now or advocating for the expansion.  
 
And I've mentioned some of these things passing with you folks and it feels like sometimes that it's not going 
through because we are looking for those things and specifically with mental health, we are advocating for 
students with diagnosed mental health issues to have access to more money up front through CASA, which is 
what we just did at the end of January. So, I think that's really issue. Or, that's really what we're talking about 
here. And sometimes we need to redirect the conversation to actually talk about it. And I think that we will 
have an opportunity after this discussion to do exactly what you stated. And I think that's an excellent idea. 
What are the solutions that we have available to us? 
 
But the one thing I do want to say is that, I do feel it's my responsibility to address some of the stuff that has 
been said about specifically CASA and some of the arguments that you folks have brought up because that's 
not the solution to this. I think that's the issue. Like these are issues and we do not disagree with that, but I 
don't think that leaving CASA is the solution and I think that a lot of students have voiced why that would be. 
But, also, some of the things that just straight put are not true.  
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I do feel I need to say this because, as some of you may know or you might not know, I actually sit 

on the board of directors for CASA. With six other students from Students' Unions and student 
associations from across the country. And there is no way that the 22 member schools that are represented 
in CASA or that any single one of the Board of Directors, we've set the direction for that institution or that 
organization, would do something that would harm students, that would be completely against our mandate 
and we would not do that.  
 
What we do is look for evidence-based solutions to these issues so the issues or the solutions we provide are 
real. Something that has been stated about CASA online is that we advocate for higher tuition. That is a blatant 
lie and in fact our tuition policy literally says, and it was passed in 2002 and it was recently re-enacted. It 
literally says that we oppose higher tuition and we advocate for the lowering of tuition. Be it resolved CASA, 
in recognizing that tuition is a barrier for accessing post-secondary education, opposes the increase of tuition 
of post-secondary institution... CASA calls on the Federal government to ensure adequate, stable and 
sustainable level of funding in order to alleviate the financial pressures being experienced by post-secondary 
institutions of post-secondary students.  
 
Furthermore, that CASA will continue to advocate for methods of financing post-secondary education in 
order to mitigate tuition increases to improve its accessibility and affordability. That's the policy, that's our 
policy on tuition. It is in no way, shape or form ever go to anything that would harm students.  
 
Another thing that was mentioned last time was the issue that you folks have with CASA lobbying. But simply 
put, I don't think that that's a legitimate issue when it comes to getting stuff done or finding solutions. You 
cited the province of Quebec and as you've stated we have a partnership with the Quebec Students' Union. 
So, CASA does have presence and, actually, quite a significance in Quebec. But I did want to know more about 
this, and I wanted to figure out like whether or not what's going on in Quebec is relevant to what's going on 
here. And so, I reached out to the FAECUM, which is the Student Association for the University of Montreal. 
They represent just under 50,000 students. And I said, 'do you guys not support lobbying?' And they said, 
'absolutely not. As long as we have a seat at the table, we will always choose to take a meeting with any 
politician that would like to meet with us.' And these are the same folks who were involved in 2012 in the 
Maple Spring Protest. And so, this is a really interesting thing as that they kind of explained it to me as you 
protest when you need to get a seat at the table because you can't have your voice heard.  
 
And I think that's so legitimate and as I've expressed to you, Naomi, as well. If something happened where we 
didn't have our voices for instance, after having submitted to the Higgs government that we were for support 
of the free tuition program and the TRMC. But that was cut after our consultation. There's no reason that we 
wouldn't be out there protesting. But the issue is if we already have that seat at the table and we don't need 
to push back in that particular way. But it would happen because there is no policy, and this is another issue I 
have, in either the NBSA or CASA that prevents us for protesting and in fact student associations that are part 
of these organizations in the providence have done protests in the past year, including the Mount Allison 
Student Union and the UNB Student Union and Student Unions all across the country. Because I think the 
other thing that we need to recognize is CASA is a Federal organization that's separate from our provincial 
affiliations and tuition is generally a provincial issue.  
 
So, acting as CASA was telling us what to do in a provincial, mindset: a) that's confounding the two 
organizations for students, which I don't think is fair. But it's, also, acting like the power with these structures 
is coming from the top down. When it is actually the other way. Students are the ones who set the directions, 
who write the policy, who do the advocacy in both organizations. And I do think it is unfair to tell students that 
these are organizations that are trying to hurt them when it's actual students doing this work.  
 
Again, I do want to emphasize that these are huge issues and I appreciate you folks coming out and I'm sorry 
if it doesn't feel that, I mean that from the bottom of my heart because you're not the only ones who are 
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dealing with these issues. We do want to find solutions and we've been working with all year for 

solutions. Thank you. 
 
Ariel Ottens: Okay. Last time. So, disagreeing with your politics, it's not a personal attack, which is a little bit 
confusing because like I'm queer, so I know that a lot of my politics are very personally. Like when someone is 
like, you know, I just don't agree with the Trans Rights, just like politics, I'm like, okay, well your opinion kills 
people. So that's fun. But saying like, this is what you believe in and these are your politics and talking to 
people about that is not bullying. Although like I know that if people came to me and they were like, this thing 
that means so much to you in your job, because like a lot of you work for these places and your job and what 
you do with your union and stuff isn't okay then like that would probably hurt me. But I would also try to see 
past that because like that is, that's your job. That's your position.  
 
I do want to talk about the petition just for a second. The petition is not the be all, end all of my life. It's not the 
most proud thing that I've ever done. If nothing happens to it, I wouldn't be upset. It hasn't been that much 
work to get the signatures that we did. I did want to say that students have reached out to us about taking 
their names off and we have. I would, as soon as people have said like, 'I don't, I don't want my name on this 
petition anymore.' I'm like, 'okay, yeah, absolutely no pressure.' And we've never forced anyone to sign this. I 
think and I like, this isn't personal, but maybe it is. I just think people don't want to tell you that you're wrong 
about certain things. A lot of the students that I've talked to wouldn't come to a meeting like this because like 
they would be treated like this.  
 
And so, I think that when you talk to a lot of people, they just kind of like tell you what you want to hear 
because sometimes you do get upset at them. And like, I know this from personal experience, which is like why 
would not want to sit down with someone, like, I don't know if you do your personal meetings off the record, 
on the record, it doesn't really matter. But I don't really want to do that in private because if like this is the 
way that it is going in front of a room full of people, I don't want to do that alone.  
 
I, also, would say, why would students want to come to, when you call them liars for bringing you this petition. 
Anyone who has signed the petition was informed about leaving CASA because, I know you're shaking your 
head, there's a blurb at the top, because I would never give someone a sheet of paper that was just like, 'hey, 
here's a dotted line, can you sign on it?' And like not explain. But there's a blurb at the top that says exactly 
what you're signing for. So, if someone wants to take their name off, which I've heard from all of you tonight 
that people have not been happy about this petition, that's valid. If anyone wants to take their name off, they 
can reach out to me and I will like 100% take their name off because it's not set in stone. And I would never 
force anyone to do that. But like I wrote on the petition exactly what they were signing for. So, it's a little hard 
hearing that everyone who's signed it was like, 'I don't know what I was signing for,' when it was directly on 
the petition. But if any of you know students who want their name taken off, then just let me know because 
we can do that. Like, no problem.  
 
We have been talking a lot about international students. Like I said, a lot of the people that we've been 
meeting have been international students and you're right that we didn't reach out to the President, Manuel. 
We did not reach out to you. We haven't been doing a lot. Honestly. We, I mean yeah, it's been unpaid. Like, 
this is not a full-time job. I'm a full-time student. I'm not making... Like we're literally trying our best. All we've 
done so far. Like we haven't, we haven't talked to you. We haven't done meetings. We haven't talked to you. 
We haven't talked to you. Worse, we are so busy. All we've done is talk to individual students. All we've done 
is walk around halls. All we've done is sit in STU and talk to students, like for the most part. I think we've talked 
to some of you individually. But like we're so busy and I'm sorry that we haven't reached out to, but I think in 
the future we definitely need to because there's a lot of things that I'm missing.  
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But like I have been talking to international students, some international students have disagreed 

with me. That's valid. I'm not an International student, I don't know what it's like. But a lot of them have 
been talking to me, have been like, 'yeah, I see your point and I would like to sign.'  
 
There's this whole thing about CASA and NBSA advocating for tuition to go up. And I think what we're talking 
about here, I think it's a miscommunication language. But we're saying is that tuition goes up $500 a year. I 
started at STU four years ago and it's $2,000 more right now. And I still have a year left, because you know, 
sometimes you got to do your degree in five years and that's $500 to some people. To me, I come from a rich 
family, $500 is not a lot. To some of my friends that means I'm getting the root canal done or not getting a root 
canal done. And so, when this is happening, like I know this isn't directly you. But this is, you are not the 
President of the university. You're president of the students and your students are paying $500 more every 
single year and that's happening under your watch and you are under CASA and you were under the NBSA. 
And so, I think that's what we're talking about, but I've not, I could be full of stuff right now. So, like I'll let you 
go off about that.  
 
Also, you've been saying that we need to back ourselves up with facts. This is not like Moot Court. I'm just at 
a STUSU meeting. And when we were talking the first time about when I read my letter and like Brianna was 
talking and you were talking about how free universal tuition would only benefit the rich, you, also, weren't 
citing sources. That's okay because that's not how people talk. I'm just trying to come to you with students 
and like there's, there's definitely a time and place for that. Like when if you get up in front of the class and do 
a presentation and just like, yeah, blah, blah, blah, blah blah without any like, okay, well that's ridiculous. But 
like this is not really like the place for that. This has been a night of personal stories. And so, I would really 
challenge that whole like backing up everything you say with a source because that's not really how people 
talk. And I'm just a person. I'm just a student. I'm one your students.  
 
So, I think what I'd like to ask you, finally I'm almost done, is I want to know what you think I should do now 
because you talk a lot about lobbying and that's kind of what I'm doing. You talk a lot about sitting at a table. 
I'm, literally, like sitting at a physical table right now and I know that you're saying you're listening to us. We're 
not really getting listened to. And so, I've tried talking to you and I've tried coming to meetings, I've tried to 
petition, which you are all not accepting. What am I... What do I do now? Because clearly lobbying you folks is 
not working because we've tried a lot, I would say. We've tried a lot. And again, I'm a full-time student. I am 
extremely mentally ill, I have a job, this is not my full-time job and it's kind of ridiculous that I'm putting in as 
much work and to fighting for free tuition. But at this point I just, I would be open to any suggestions because 
I've tried so much for this Union. That's it. 
 
Naomi Guillson: So, I'm not going to address too many of the things that occurred. Just to summarize the 
concerns about international students not being represented in this debate is probably the most legitimate 
out of all the concerns I'm hearing. The concern of international students being left out of this idea of free 
tuition is extremely real and it doesn't create a constituency amongst international students the way it does 
domestic, because, of course, international students cannot vote. 
 
What I'd like you to consider, though, is that even once we do leave CASA and the NBSA, even though we are 
very tied to them STSUSU will still be here. Pretty much, more or less the same way it was. It will still be 
advocating for more or less the same things that it is. There are some pretty conservative members of the CFS 
who are going against their agenda, as well and are trying to do their own thing as people brought up. But, the 
concerns of international students being underrepresented outside of CASA, I don't see a burden of proof for 
that. How would international students be represented differently, in say CFS? What would that difference 
be? The obvious report being yeah, the free tuition thing. The thing is, and I give this example all the time, the 
difference between Quebec and Newfoundland is Newfoundland decided to support international students 
when they brought in free tuition. 
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And they're, kind of, doing it like international tuition is $8,000 right now compared to ours. I'd say 

that's better. And they're still fighting for everyone. And we can have the same idea. We can still, we can 
fight for free tuition for everyone. It's not necessarily easy and no, there's not going to be a whole lot of 
government officials out there that's going to want to listen to us.  
 
But, our point on this is we need to make them listen because what we're passing to them without the aid of 
direct action, it just isn't enough. It's what you guys can do, and we appreciate that. But without people on the 
ground supporting these policies. The policies that we need aren't going to get put in place. We need to be 
combating tuition directly.  
 
Yes, we can say that we're going to address concerns about targeted tuition and that we can fill these cracks. 
But when they aren't so transparent, there's really just no time for that.  
 
You guys are saying that our petition that we've been getting signatures based off of misinformation, but what 
you seem to be missing is that what we're arguing is that you've been misinformed. That you have been given 
misinformation. And where I think you're getting this from is you're saying that the students don't have the 
information that you have, therefore, they were misinformed. I'm trying to say the information you have is 
wrong.  
 
Also, I just wanted to clarify some quick things about CFS. Just very quick. The suing thing CASA does that 
too. They did that around the same time in the 2000's. And they did it with less members, but they have less 
members and that would make more sense. And that would be a better focus on the larger members, I found 
this really interesting. Mainly because it's CASA that has the weighted voting system, where schools with 
more students are given more votes. So, on paper it would be CASA that would be more to blame for that.  
 
The financial issues with regards to what Husoni said, so CASA is charging us about $3.70, I believe. That's the 
lowest number they have for small universities like us on their website. Can you tell me what it is? 
 
Emma: $3.40.  
Naomi Guillson: $3.40? Okay. Thank you. CFS is $4.50 last time I checked. 
Emma: It's $9.50. That $4.57 that you're quoting is per semester. 
 
Naomi Guillson: So yes. Yeah, about $7 more expensive per student. The other thing is it calculated very 
differently, as well. So, CASA they just take the money that they need for dues directly from our budget. CFS 
would do it directly from students. So, like if what we're proposing were work out, then we would have a huge 
open up of money and our students budget that we can choose to either invest in something or just pass it on 
to students. Just so that they would only be paying the difference between the CASA and the CFS dues. Does 
that make sense?  
 
So, like the money that would be opened up in the budget from leaving CASA because CFS collect dues 
directly from students. We could either take that money and invest that in something different than just 
allowing dues to go up by $7 or we can pass the savings... Go up by $9, sorry. Or we can pass the savings onto 
students so that they're getting the minimum of that. If that makes sense.  
 
The claim about us not being provincially represented, Moncton isn't with NBSA and they seem to be doing 
pretty well. I mean, they have the lowest tuition in the province. And considering that more than capital from 
the province and we have we're pretty naturally accessible to the people we're trying to talk to. I really don't 
feel like that's as much as a concern it's being made to be. 
 
That's just about it. I could talk more about the petition but seeing how, currently, you guys aren't able to vote 
on whether or not to leave CASA, I don't want to get too much into that.  
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Manuel Garcia: Technically, I'm here as an outsider because I am not a part of the STUSU. I have actually 
managed to see whole unraveling of events from outside on the full picture. So, I just want to stress that, if 
this were other way and I would feel that this STUSU would be misrepresenting international students. I 
would still be here, and I would still be calling out to their attention that we're being misrepresented. I would 
still be doing the exact same thing because my interest as the President is to see that the interests other 
international students are being responded to. So, just to stress that fact that I would be here, regardless of it. 
If it were from the other side or this side.  
 
I'm, actually, trying to be as objective as I can. But from what I've seen, I've actually been paying attention so 
much to what has been happening. And, personally, I don't know if I'm saying... I won't say it. You mentioned 
that people already had stance before you came here to speak, but and the only thing that I can say is that if I 
haven't been able to notice some actions that are not either respectful or have been, kind of, shady. I'm pretty 
sure that they have experienced it first hand, speaking to all the STUSU representatives. And that just goes to 
the fact that actions speak louder than words. What you can say that you're being as respectful as you can. 
But I have seen events that have shown otherwise. I mean, if I've been able to see them, to pick them up, even 
if they're not directed towards me, I'm 100% sure that they've been able to experience that as well.  
 
I just want to go again on the unreliability of the petition. And I don't want to echo some of the things that 
they've said. But some things are conflicting. I, actually, got to scan through the list that you were handing 
around, and I managed to see six international students. I just wanted to point out that, I think five of the six 
were first years, so that also points out to... In my first year I had no idea what the STUSU is. I didn't have any 
knowledge what CASA and the NBSA do. So, that also points out how misinformed they could have been when 
signing up a position. And something that I find really curious is that my email is in that petition and I have not 
signed that.  
 
So, I do want to point that out. Other than that, when I replied to the email, I made sure that I replied to all and, 
again, that could have been misspelling, but there were like nine different emails that also bounce back. So, 
that again, for me that is looking from outside, that made me think like they really managed to get the 
signatures. And this is just like 100% being genuine and honest with what I thought when that happened. I just 
replied to that the mail delivery failed status came back and it was like nine of them that was just like, well if 
my email was there and 9 other emails bounced back, how reliable is this petition? Um, and  
 
Then, I just want to say, also, for the case of international students, I was, actually, surprised when I read the 
names on the list because I can guarantee, like almost to the 100% that if international students had full 
information of what they were signing up to, I wouldn't have seen those names. And you mentioned that 
there's a line on top, specifying that it's to leave CASA. Personally speaking, if I saw it and you can come to me 
and just say like, "Hey can you just sign this petition?" I would just do it to be nice. Like, I will just assume that 
you're trying to do something that you care about, and I will be like, "sure, I'll sign it." But if I have no knowledge 
of what it is, like if I don't know that what I'm signing is going to affect me why would I care if I sign it or not. 
 
That's one of the reasons why I think you have international students. But I honestly don't think.... I would like 
to echo what Husoni and Wasiimah said, I don't think they were given full information. And this again comes 
from what Husoni said, speaking for international students. I have pretty good knowledge, there were 179 
international students last semester. If I see your name, I'll probably pick it up because I've seen that list so 
many times. But it's just like I can say that international students were not given full information on what they 
signing. 
 
Sara: There are so many things that I want to say, there's so many things I could say. One brief thing I'll say is 
that people keep talking about like misspellings in the petition and the emails. And I just want to state that a 
lot of... So, when it was put onto the spreadsheet that was done, that was unpaid labor. That was, that was AJ 



The Students’ Representative Council 
Le Conseil Représentatif des Étudiants 
Students’ Union of St. Thomas University, Inc. 

 
right, plunking them in? If you're plunking in hundreds of students names and emails, you're going 

to misspell. It's not something intentionally evil. It's a mistake. That's the first thing I want to reiterate 
again.  
 
These students are coming here on their own free time and what we are talking about right now, we are not 
talking about the issue. We are talking about respectability politics and I knew going into here, I was talking 
to my friends, when I was talking to Al, when I was talking to Naomi. I said, you know what? We have to be 
diplomatic. We shouldn't have to be diplomatic to have our voices heard, but we have to make because if we 
aren't, they're not going to listen to us. And even though we tried so hard to be diplomatic, we're still not being 
listened to.  
 
The big main thing that we are saying is we just believe that people should be fighting, that our Union should 
be fighting for free universal tuition for everyone. For international students, for poor students, for rich 
students. I do not care what kind of student you are. I think that as a Union we should have in our hearts and 
in our beliefs that we fight for that. And I've tried so hard and I've tried really hard to tell people that like, if 
we tried so hard and still all the people are talking about are, oh, there's misspellings on the petition. Oh, you 
were mean. And it's like we... When it comes to stances in politics, things get political because people's entire 
beings political.  
 
As a queer person, as someone who grew up very poor, lots of parts of my life has been politicized a lot without 
my consent. And I think it's frankly disgusting that we have to be having so many talks and so much time taken 
up debating whether our points are valid because we didn't speak nice enough. I agree speaking is good. I am, 
actually, really terrified of not speaking nice. I am terrified of people not liking me. I've lived my whole life 
terrified of people not liking me. It's a really big fear.  
 
But when you're talking about something that is literally life changing when you're talking about something 
like university tuition that has people's lives at stake and that is not an overstatement. I don't see why so much 
of the discussion is being taken up and so much time is being wasted debating whether someone was kind or 
not.  
 
I have had to use the bathroom for long time, and I haven't been in a good state for a while.  I've been really 
stressed, been really stressed. I had a lot of hope. I had a lot of, I had a lot of hope resting on this. I hoped that 
people would see the main point. I hoped that something would get done. I think, I think that in a lot of ways I 
was being too hopeful. I think. I think I do that a lot. I'm very idealistic. I apologize for, again, wasting 
everyone's time. I hope that in the future things will change. Maybe. I know that sometimes it takes a long 
time.  
 
 I, ethically, cannot sit on the Students' Union anymore. I am scared to be in this room so I'm going to leave. 
 
(Sara left at 9:06pm reducing quorum to 11)  
 
Husoni: So, we have been listening to what everyone has to say, and I don't think we disagree with the issues, 
in that students are facing these issues. We acknowledge these issues. These are issues we're aware of and 
we do have strategies to address them. And I think where the disagreement comes is what the solution is. So, 
I think it's problematic to phrase it as we're not listening to the student issues because we are listening, and 
we know that they exists. Just because we disagree with the means of mitigating those issues or addressing 
those issues.  
 
It's been phrased that we are not... We didn't come with an open mind. But since this meeting or in general. I 
know for me personally, I always have an open mind to listening to a dissenting opinion. And if it has value, I 
have no problem admitting that I was wrong, and this is a better way to accomplish something better for our 
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students. I think saying that because students or other groups had something written before or 

something like that, kind of, says they're not listening. But this was available on Facebook. Like this was... 
We read these things already, like Councillors read these things. We didn't tell anyone to write a write a letter. 
They saw this information on Facebook and based on the agenda they knew what was coming. So, they did 
hear it and assess it and then, make a response. 
 
Ariel Ottens: (upon being identified by a raise of hand) Can I comment or reply? Just for clarification. 
Jarrod: You do have a right of reply, yes.  
 
Ariel Ottens: (in reply to Husoni) You didn’t for Naomi, though. Like what she had to say, it wasn’t on Facebook 
or anything. 
 
Husoni: Yeah. I think that what they addressed were…. the letters that they prepared, if they prepared any, 
we're addressing the ones that were made publicly available on Facebook. So, they already assessed those 
opinions. And they came, just as how you guys had a formal letter. They probably thought it was better to, 
because not everyone is good at speaking on the spot. So, they knew that, and they probably prepared 
something just so they don't forget what they had to say or don't fumble. I'm just saying that does not mean 
we weren't listening.  
 
And we do acknowledge like part time students, yes, they fall through the cracks. And, I think, consistently we 
have said it's not that we are defending that these programs are perfect. Like we have knowledge that 
targeted free tuition in New Brunswick does have cracks that students fall through, and we are working to 
amend those including part time students. Maybe making a broader cap or increasing the cap. So, more 
students may be considered. Those are all solutions under the targeted model.  
 
I think it's, yeah, it's not invalidating student problems like we are hearing, and we know low income students 
have a lot of debt. But based on what we are... When we are elected in these positions, we can't just make 
decisions. Ariel, you brought up the point that this is not Moot Court and we're just talking. But when we are 
in these positions, we can't just make decisions based on what we feel. We have to have some form of evidence 
or proposal that we can make these decisions off. And it would be very problematic and unethical of us to just 
make decisions that affect the lives of students without doing any due diligence to research them.  
 
So, we can't just hear that this is better without actually seeing how it is better or some thing being proposed 
to show us that it is better. Just saying it's better. I think it would be extremely problematic for us to just say, 
okay, someone says this is better and we're just going to make a decision off of that without looking into the 
full implications that it would have on student life, on our campus and not just for our students, but students 
in New Brunswick and in Canada, in general. So, I think evidence is important when we are about to make 
these decisions. Like ethically, I can't make a decision without assessing both sides and then deciding what is 
best for students.  
 
So, I'd just like to address that and just reiterate that, we are not saying students aren't in debt. We know 
students are in debt, we are in debt and we are students. It's just solution and based on our research and what 
we've assessed, what we're advocating for now is the best solution. And we've yet to see contrary evidence 
to support why a universal model would be better.  
 
And a lot of the students came here are from low income families and are talking about the debt that they 
brought on, that they have. And that just goes to show that universal free tuition will not end student debt. 
So, saying things like, oh, your students are in so much debt. Yes, students are in so much debt, but extending 
free tuition to high income students won't negate the fact that low income students still have the most debt. 
So, instead of using money to pay for high income students who can necessarily afford it, using that money to 
implement better debt relief program. Debt relief programs is the answer to student debt and targeted 
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models. Students from low income families are able to come to university for free and they still have 

the most debt.  
 
And, actually, I heard the misquote saying, we're saying it would only benefit rich people. That's not our 
position. We said it would disproportionately benefit students from high income families. And I could briefly 
state that for instance, countries where there is universal free tuition. So again, addressing that we do 
acknowledge student debt is a problem and students are facing mental health problems and it's just not 
acknowledging it. We are students and we are also in debt and we are also facing these mental health 
problems. Having to work during our degree. And so, it's not just an observation, for me personally, it's a lived 
experience.  
 
So, we are acknowledging that these are problems and we're not negating that. But to the solution, if you look 
at countries with universal free tuition, there's a very low access rate to post-secondary education. The 
government generally like caps the amount of students to budget. And they cap the amount of students that 
are able to go to university. And who the students with the highest grades that get to go to university for free, 
disproportionately students from high income families where their parents didn't have to work an extra job 
while they had to take care of their siblings. It wouldn't be low income students who had to work an extra job 
to support their families. So, they didn't have the highest grades. It will be students, disproportionately, from 
families who could offer to pay for a tutor so they could get a higher grade or pay for them to be involved in 
sports and extracurricular, so they have a better resume. It's those students that would be more likely to get 
into university under the universal model.  
 
But doing the targeted model allows and, currently, is allowing students who can afford to pay from high 
income families actually pay for their education. That allows for more seats to be available for students from 
low income families and also international students. Because if we do have universal free tuition, even if it is 
extended to international students, there'll be a cap on the amount of students that can come here and get 
educated. And that's just for alienating people from the third world, from accessing life in Canada. And as I 
mentioned before, a lot of international students come here to make a better life for themselves. This policy 
based on the evidence that I've discovered would have that effect on international students and students 
from Third World countries.  
 
So, saying you don't need evidence, like not considering the real implications that this policy would have is 
very problematic. Also, I just like to address that we're not saying you're liars with your petition and we're not, 
I personally am not nit picky on having the perfect spelling of a name or anything. But I'm expressing that this 
petition, or this position has not been supported by evidence. You've not presented any for us to make a 
decision on it and I have to do my own research on that. But it's that students have brought concerns to us 
that when you speak to students who've signed a petition, they've said they weren't fully made aware. So, it's 
not saying you're lying, well actually students have told me that in order to get them to sign the petition, 
they've been told the STUSU has been advocating for the removal of scholarships. They've been told that 
STUSU have been hot advocating for higher tuition. These are students I could put you in contact with them.  
 
So, it's a lot of misinformation that has been spread around it and that makes the petition not very valid if a lot 
of the signatures were based on misinformation of students. And that is what we're trying to say. We're not 
saying you're liars. But students have brought these concerns to us and we're expressing that we can't take 
action on the petition that we've heard students weren't aware of what they were signing or were given 
additional information, which was not necessarily truthful to have them sign this petition. 
 
Also, to address the point that Naomi brought up that we don't need provincial representation. I think it would 
be a bad move for us as a Union when post-secondary education is a provincial jurisdiction, not to have 
provincial representation. Actually, I think the idea to have international ID subsidized by the government 
came from our union actually and that's why it went to the table for governments to hear that. If we weren't 
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a part of the NBSA and we did not have that provincial representation, then that concern would not 

be heard. And, also, us as a small university of less than 2000 students, we would not have a lot of political 
capital. Like who would want to really listen to us outside of the university. These advocacy organizations 
allow us to partner with other universities within New Brunswick and actually give us the opportunity to have 
a stronger voice and our small university has a large voice on the table there.  
 
For instance, in the summer the Executive meet and we discuss what the advocacy priorities for the year will 
be, and that's where we mentioned, oh, having international ID cards covered, after consulting or 
international students. And then, our external partners, Brianna and Emma, brought that to the table and they 
were receptive to that. And now the concerns of STU students are being heard at the provincial level. So, I 
think instead of leaving these organizations, if you guys have solutions or things that you'd like to see address 
in a way different from what we are doing to address, bring those to our attention. And then we, if its 
supported by facts as, as I said, the nature of our positions requires us to make these decisions based on 
assessing both sides.  
 
And we would never do, as I said, anything to harm students. We'd never come into these positions and 
advocate for higher tuition, or advocate for the removal of scholarships and bursaries. So, telling students that 
without proper evidence to support it is what makes it disingenuous. And again, it's not invalidating anyone 
experience, it's just the solution that based on, personally, my research, we disagree with the solution and I 
think spreading this divide among students. We believe that the CASA is a better fit for our organization, but 
we have nothing, personally, against other external organizations that we couldn't work together. So instead 
of putting the student voice as... Making this join as a collective, we might have different lobbying strategies 
or what it be. But if we can work together then work together.  
 
I don't like this kind of animosity being spread among students, like putting students against students. We're 
solutions oriented. And also, to address your point about lobbying, you have not lobbied us like we've offered 
to meet with you to discuss it. That is what lobbying is. If you met with us, and I'm saying this as an incoming 
President and the current VP Admin, if you met with me, personally, and brought forward some research to 
say this is why this policy better. I would say, okay, I was wrong. Let's do something else for students because 
we're, also, not perfect. And we acknowledge that nothing we do is perfect.  
 
But not meeting with us and then getting students to sign a petition, and some students have expressed that 
their signatures were solicited in a disingenuous way. That is not lobbying us because even now, I don't know 
what research you have. I don't fully understand. All I know is you want universal free tuition, but you have 
not thoroughly explained it to me how anything.... Like we have no idea and that is not effective lobbying. If 
you had a voice at the table, if we refuse to meet with you, then you could have went out and gotten petitions 
and stuff to say we're not listening.  
 
And I, also, heard students say that the reason they signed it is because they were told that we are not listening 
to students, which is not the case. So, if you already had that opportunity to meet with us and express your 
concerns, then that is how lobbying works. But if we refuse, then you could have went and got the petition. 
But this is not effective lobbying what you've been doing. And just for a point of clarification, so it's reflected 
in the minutes. Naomi mentioned that international tuition in Newfoundland I believe $8,000. And that's not 
the case. It's actually $11,460. Just to clarify that.  
 
That's one of the things that happens with international students. Even in the hypothetical, that free tuition 
was given to them it reduces access, first of all, universal free tuition. But if international students are not 
covered, you'll see a significant increase in international tuition within universities. And I think not taking into 
consideration like all these other things, not taking into consideration how your policies might harm other 
people or consulting them properly. I'm not asking anyone to be respectful. You can do whatever you think is 
the most effective way of getting it. But what I am seeing is that, if you don't talk to me and let us know exactly 
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what your proposal is, supported by evidence, so we can make a decision then it's not effective 

lobbying or policy making.  
 
That is all I had to say.  I'm still grateful for these students come, even though their letters, or most of the 
letters were available on Facebook and they have been read and we do acknowledge those issues and actually 
we have already been advocating to address some of the issues or I think all of the issues mentioned in these 
letters. We already have policy positions and are advocating for addressing those issues. And I am really 
thankful for them to come in and read those letters, in person.  
 
We are not saying that it's not a problem cause we do acknowledge the problem. It's just the solution to the 
problem and based on our searching analysis, I guess, looking into the evidence and the data of what would 
be best for our students. We have taken this position and that's all I have to say.  
 
Motion moved by Brianna for a two-minute recess at 9:25pm. 
Seconded by Husoni. 
Motion approved by council.  
 
(Sarah left at 9:26pm, as well as Diana, reducing quorum to 9) 
 
Meeting called back to order at 9:29pm by Chair, Jarrod Ryan. 
Wasiimah: Most of the people already left and Husoni already addressed most of the concerns that I had. It 
was about the evidence, why I was saying we did to back it up with evidence and I feel like Husoni has said it 
more eloquently than I would have. Also, it was about how misinformed students were because of the petition 
said it was just about leaving CASA and the NBSA. But now they are asking us to leave CASA and join CFS, 
which are two different things. But none of the people who brought that up here.  
 
But, yeah, again as Husoni said, we are not disagreeing with it. We are disagreeing with the solution on how 
to handle that issue. And that's the point I want to put across because we are listening to these people. It's just 
that we don't agree with their solution. But yeah, also, they did want to point that I was in Moot Court. I would 
just like to say, I am not in Moot Court. I wish I was, but I'm not. But yeah, that's mostly it. 
 
Brianna: Yeah, so I, obviously, remained quite quiet throughout a lot of that. Specifically, on purpose. I did 
really want to listen to what everyone had to say before I spoke, and I do regret that folks have left because 
there was a lot I wanted to say. But, also, a lot of what was already said was very similar to what I wanted to 
say. So, I'm going to keep this really brief because it's 9:30. But I do, definitely, want some things to be on the 
record. So even though folks have left, you all will hear it and it will be reflected in the minutes and so hopefully 
that can be disseminated.  
 
I did want to highlight, just something that Ariel mentioned, about like disagree on politics, not being personal. 
I, absolutely, agree and that's been one of the difficulties that I've really struggled with throughout all of this 
was I can absolutely do disagree with people on policy and have a conversation about different points of view. 
And I think that's really healthy and really important, in any kind of deliberative body and any kind of 
organization. However, quoting me saying things I never said that is personal. Assuming my reasons and my 
motivations for being in the STUSU Executive. Saying that I'm only here to bolster my political career, that it's 
personal. And that is something that if Ariel was still here, I would like to highlight because I don't think that 
that's fair. Those are the kinds of things that I've really taken issue with. Things being posted about me on 
Facebook saying things and quoting me saying things I never said. That's frustrating and that is personal.  
 
If we could disagree on just the policy, I would have been estatic. But, unfortunately, that's been the difficulty. 
And so, I, also, I think I really, really struggle with... I really feel terrible that people felt like they weren't heard 
here this evening or felt like they weren't respected. And I don't want to invalidate those feelings or those 
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concerns in any way. If people feel like they weren't heard, they feel like they weren't heard. But I, 

also, do want to say that I don't think... that was never my intention. And I don't think that was the 
intention of many people in this room or anyone in this room to make people feel like they weren't heard. I 
think many people opened up with saying, thank you for coming. Thank you for sharing your concerns and 
that's been the approach that I've, definitely, wanted to have ever since the, that first letter bringing to the 
SRC was brought. One of the first things out of my mouth was thank you for coming and sharing your 
concerns.  
 
And so, I think, regardless of who spoke or which side of this debate you spoke to, I think, that everyone did 
want to make everyone feel heard and whether or not that was the result is a different story because 
everyone feels differently about how concerns and how their concerns are addressed. But I do really struggle 
with that. I'm really regretful that everyone didn't feel heard in this discussion. However, I don't think that 
was everyone's intention. And so, or I don't think that was anyone's intention. And so, I would like to highlight 
that. But, yeah, so I'll leave it there.  
 
But I think that that was highlighted really well. But it's not that we disagree, or we don't want to hear about 
these concerns. It's just disagree on policy and its disagreeing on the solution and what the means to the end 
is and that's that. But I will say that I've felt like this has been personal for me because I've been quoted saying 
things I never said, and I've been told by people I've never met why I'm in this position and that feels personal.  
 
So, on one hand I think it's difficult to say that you're not being heard, or something is personal. But on the 
other hand, to be saying personal things others is something that I really, really struggle with in this 
conversation. Also, on the point about Moot Court. This isn't Moot Court and that I didn't cite sources when I 
responded to the original letter because Ariel said that's not how people talk. And I agree. In Moot Court, it is 
how we talk and it's weird and it's not natural. But I think when it comes to making a decision like leaving CASA 
and the NBSA and joining the CFS and having a conversation like this, then we do need to be citing sources 
and we do need to be talking about where information is coming from.  
 
And everything that I've said either online or in these meetings about the STUSU, CASA and the NBSA's 
position on x policy, if I didn't cite my source right there, I could've provided that source. And that was 
something that I did indicate the first time the letter was brought forward was, should you wish to have any 
sources of the things I'm speaking about. I often said research shows this, but I can definitely point to all of my 
research. I think that that's really important, especially when we do come to make a decision about leaving an 
external body in favor of joining another. Maybe when we're just having a casual conversation about policy, 
we don't need to be citing sources. But I think when it comes to making the decision, then definitely we should 
be looking at where our information is coming from and making that judgment call. 
 
The other thing, just to address Naomi's point saying that I've been misinformed and the STUSU's been 
misinformed, I really resent that. I don't think that's fair. That implies that I am not capable of looking at 
evidence and two sides of the debate and making a conscious, intelligent, and critical decision. I don't really 
think that that was respectful. I don't think that was really fair saying that I'd been misinformed or the 
STUSU's been misinformed. I am a very, very capable woman of looking at all of the evidence and making a 
conscious decision on the basis of that. I've been sitting around this table for four years and that doesn't make 
my opinion superior in any way. But it does give me a reasonable amount of experience. I didn't become the 
President of the STUSU by accident. I really did work for it and I really did, since I've come into this role or last 
year when I was in Emma's role as VP Education, really did come in and look at all of the evidence very, very 
carefully and make this decision.  
 
I can say when I became VP Ed, I didn't know all of the things I know about universal free tuition or tuition 
policy and many new executives don't when they come in. But they look at the evidence and they make a 
conscious decision. And so, to say that Executives are unable to do that or that Executives have been 
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misinformed. I don't think is entirely fair. And that assumes a lot about a lot of previous Executives 

of the STUSU, a lot of Executives from Student Unions across the province and a lot of Executives from 
Student Unions across the country that, unfortunately, you don't know. You don't know where they came 
from, you don't know their position and you don't know how they came in and weighed this evidence. And so, 
I think that that's really, really difficult.  
 
I'd, also, like to clarify a couple things again to what Naomi said about CASA's structure. CASA does not have 
a weighted voting system. CASA operates on a system of one school, one vote. The STUSU is, in fact, the 
smallest Student Union represented at CASA, with our current enrollment. And I sit beside the President of 
the University of Alberta Students Union who represents over 30,000 plus students. And his vote is weighted 
exactly the same as mine representing under 2000 students. So that's how STUSU, actually, benefits 
exponentially from being a member of CASA because it's not a weighted voting system. And so, I just did want 
to clarify that because Naomi did say that CASA is a weighted voting system based on the size of the school. 
And that's just not correct at all. It's one school, one vote. Same weight.  
 
Also, this has been said a couple times that the CFS collects fees differently than CASA and that that would 
actually free up money in our budget despite the fact that CFS fees are, what? $5 and some more per student. 
And said that the CFS collects based on the number of students. That is how CASA collects fees, as well. So, 
CASA emails our General Manager, Tina, in the summer, and says how many students you got this year. And 
then prorates our fee on the basis of that. That's how the NBSA does it, as well. It's a per student fee directly.  
 
And so, and it sounds that, that I, you know, am less familiar with the CFS's fee structure. I do know, it's quite 
a bit more expensive, but it, also, looks like it's a per student fee. So, I don't see the difference between the 
way the fees are collected. It is per student. So, there's that. So those are some of the just general impressions. 
I have a lot of the policy specific concerns and evidence that, that I wanted to bring up has already been 
brought up. So, I don't think I have too, too much more to add there. A lot of the things that had been said 
online that aren't true, I think, have been addressed. And I think that that's really beneficial, as well. Because 
it's one thing to have a difference of opinion, but it's another thing to spread false information on the basis of 
that opinion. That's, again, something I just, I really, really struggled with throughout this entire process.  
 
I, also, want to highlight some of what Sarah said in her letter at the beginning. I'm, also, someone from Ontario 
and so I came to New Brunswick to go to school and really feel and see a lot of the impacts of what Doug Ford 
is doing in Ontario. Also, just highlighting that. And I think that highlighting the history of the CFS is, also, 
really, really important in this discussion. Not only their fees, far more expensive, but just the fact that in 2017 
their membership still hadn't seen a financial audit from 2014 where hundreds of thousands of student dollars 
suddenly appeared. I think that's really, really important to consider. Those are some of the things that I, again, 
policy aside whether or not you think universal free tuition or targeted free tuition or whatever is the best 
policy. I think we can even set that aside for a moment and just look at the nature of the organizations. I just, I 
really, really struggle with seeing how the STUSU would be a good fit in the CFS.  
 
Like I said, just, you know, I've been around this table for a little bit. I've had the chance to see how this goes, 
but I also have five weeks left in this role, so I have very little stake in this. What the STUSU does, after May 
1st does not impact me, whatsoever. But I can say that I do think that the STUSU's membership with CASA 
and the NBSA is in fact one of the best things we do for our students. I think one of our strongest points and 
that's my personal opinion. Agree, disagree. But that's one that I've seen. I've seen these organizations change. 
I've seen them grow. I've seen them become better in just the four years that I'd been around the table. I've 
seen the track record of success on both provincial and federal levels. The NBSA has experienced exponential 
success even in comparison to other provinces across Canada. CASA has experienced exponential success. 
Even though post-secondary is a provincial jurisdiction, as we've highlighted. The way you advocate federally 
on post-secondary, you do have to be a little creative because it doesn't directly correspond, and CASA has 
had some really great success there.  
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I'm the first one to say there's so much more work to do and there's so much more that has to be done. 
But I'm also a firm believer that the best way to achieve those additional successes and that additional work 
that needs to be done is through the NBSA and CASA. I think they have the means. I think they have the 
capacity. I think they have the history of having evidence-based policy, of doing their research, of going to 
government and advocating in a variety of different ways to be effective. And so, I, also, believe that that is 
the best way to move forward and make the progress that still needs to be made. But I also think that students 
believe to have or deserve to have the whole picture and all of the facts when they're making a decision on 
this.  
 
I think that future STUSU Executives deserve to work in conference environments that are free from 
harassment. That's not something I can say that I've seen at the CFS. It doesn't take a lot of research online to 
see that there's been multiple allegations of specific Executives, from specific Students' Unions being 
harassed. I don't believe that's an environment. And like I said, I have five weeks left. I won't go to a conference 
next year. I have my last conference at CASA next week and that's it. But I don't think that future STUSU 
Executives should be expected to that type of environment. I think STU students deserve to know exactly 
where every cent of every dollar that they pay to the Students' Union is going to and going to other 
organizations like the NBSA and CASA. And so, an organization that's withholding financial audits, I have in 
this folder the financial audits of CASA from this year and last year. As I should, as an Executive member of 
one of the members of CASA.  
 
I believe that's STU students deserve to know exactly where their money's going. I think that STU students 
deserve to have their executives, to be able to speak off for them and ask questions and to challenge the 
organizations we're members of if they don't agree. I've spoken to Executives, from other Students' Unions, 
that are members of the CFS that say before someone goes up to the mic that they know is going to dissent or 
ask a question, they call the motion to question. So, to cut off the debate so they don't get to speak. They put 
schools that they think are going to dissent or ask questions further away from the microphone. So, it's harder 
for them to get there. I don't believe that's the kind of environment that the STUSU Executives or any student 
leaders should be able or expected to work in again, universal free tuition question aside.  
 
So, I think that the NBSA and CASA offers sound financial management, good governance, professional 
evidence-based policy and research and advocacy work. And that is what I think STU students deserve. So, 
I'm a firm believer that leaving either of these organizations, regardless of the fact that we aren't legally able 
to this year, would just be a mistake and a step backwards and a really, really big detriment to all of our 
students. 
 
 I think that, you know, there's definitely a debate to be had here about policy. I think we've heard some pieces 
of it tonight and I'm grateful for that. But I think that the nature surrounding this is, also, really difficult and I 
really struggle with it.  
 
But I thank you all for being here and for sticking it out, because this might be the longest Council meeting, 
I've ever sat in and like I said, I've been here for four years and I've sat through some long ones. This might be 
the longest one. So, thank you all and I definitely want to thank everyone who is here tonight regardless of if 
they've left. Again, I just want the record to reflect that and thank you all. 
  
 
Motion moved by Emma to table agenda item 7.2. UPass Proposal. 
Seconded by Husoni. 
Motion was approved by Council.  
 

      8.   Questions, Announcements & Notices   
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Wasiimah: I just wanted to thank everyone for being here and for really... I knew it was very 

exhausting. It is for me. So, I'm assuming maybe this is so for you too and you are all busy people. So, thank 
you for being such a great Council and for speaking up your mind and saying what you believe. As Emma said, 
if you would like to stay behind and, kind of, chat with us just to debrief. We are happy to do that. And for the 
people who left, just for the record, we really appreciate that they came forward and really opened up and 
really brought their concerns forward. 
 
Emma: So, two things. First Multicultural Fair is this coming Saturday. But the second thing, just thank you 
everyone. We know this is tough, like from the bottom of my heart. I'm a firm believer though I can only speak 
for I. Which is a fun little thing that sometimes we say. So, I can't speak to the feelings, thoughts, or passions 
about their folks. And so, I do want to say that, I firmly extend my empathy and my sympathy to the folks. I 
think that their issues are legitimate. I would hope that I feel that I heard what said and I want to make a 
difference. If they don't feel that way. I totally respect that. And it's not for me to validate their opinions, 
feelings or stances on this. And so, I really, really do appreciate that they came out. I don't think that this is 
bad for us at all. I think this is a sign of a healthy link, as representative for our organization and a healthy 
democracy. So, thank you all. 
 
Husoni: Would, also, like to echo that I'm really grateful to you guys for being here. You're not paid to be on 
Council. You're writing letters and engaging with the policy, not just... and you guys know that we never 
impose anything on our Council. So, it's good to know that you guys have thought about these issues, critically 
and are so engaged in these conversations. I'm, also, sorry that some people that came here tonight felt like 
their voices were being heard. And if that's their personal feeling, that is totally valid. But I'm really sorry to 
hear that. And if there's a way that for it to be reflected in the minutes that in the future we could be more 
inclusive in how we hear concerns. That is something we are open to. So, if anyone has any suggestions on that 
we are open to seeing how we can make sure when students come, they feel heard. Yeah, I'd like to thank 
them for coming as well because it's a sign of a democracy because students influence these decisions and 
influence these conversations. So, I'm really grateful to you guys, honestly, for speaking and researching these 
issues and putting in all this emotional and physical labor into your, your positions. And it's just a good 
reflection of how passionate our student leaders are in campus. And yeah, thank you guys and I'm really 
grateful for you guys and the opportunity to be a part of this Council. 
 
Brianna: Yeah. So, I will just reiterate everything that was said. I do want it to be really known that I, 
personally, like I said, I did hold off on speaking for a very long time because I wanted to listen and listen to 
very carefully and listen intently. And so, I do really, really appreciate everyone who came out of here tonight, 
whether or not they're still here. I, also, want to make myself available in any way to, again, folks who are here, 
folks who are not, if they do happen to read these minutes. And I will likely reach out to some of the folks that 
left early to just offer anything I can. I know it was said that might not be what is, wanted to sit down and talk 
about this one on one. But, regardless, I will leave the option there. That goes for all of you folks as well. I know 
that sitting through a meeting like this is really tough and it's emotional and a lot of these issues are really 
personal for everyone in this room and everyone who was in this room, throughout these entire, nearly four 
hours. But, so yeah, I just want to again reiterate my sincerest thanks for everyone who is here and everyone 
who shared experiences, and, and everyone who is still here. And just say that if you do want to debrief, if you 
want to talk through anything, if you still have questions, if you still have concerns, please, please, please reach 
out. You don't have to reach out to me, whoever you feel most comfortable reaching out to or if there's or if 
there's another way that you think we could support or facilitate these concerns coming through. I would also 
really welcome that. And, yeah, I'll leave it there. 
 
Haley Stairs: I just want to get the exact wording of which agenda item was being motioned to next week. 
Jarrod: The UPass Proposal. 
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        9.   Adjournment 
Motion for adjournment was moved by Megan. 

Seconded by Tyler. 
Motion for adjournment was carried. 
Adjournment at 9:51pm. 

 
Submission: 
The minutes were respectfully submitted to the Vice-President of Administration on March 23, 2019.  
 
Brianna Hill 
su_secretary@stu.ca 
Recording Secretary  
STUSU Student Representative Council  


