
The Students’ Representative Council 
Le Conseil Représentatif des Étudiants 
Students’ Union of St. Thomas University, Inc. 

4th Meeting of the 44nd SRC 
7:01pm, Thursday, October 5th 2017 

HCH, Room 5 

Attendance Record 

Staff Present: Rachel Barry (Chair), and Recording Secretary (Laura Robinson). 

AQ Representatives: Sarah Morin. 
Guests Present: Sean Kenny. 

Call to Order and Quorum Call 

Meeting was called to order by Rachel Barry at 7:01 pm 
Quorum is met with 9 voting members present.  

Position Name Present Regrets Absent

President Philippe Ferland X

Vice President Administration Matt LeBlanc X

Vice President Education Brianna Workman X

Vice President Student Life Jimy Beltran X

Harrington Hall Representative Silas McDonald X

Vanier Hall Representative Kyra Wilson X

Holy Cross House Representative Hailey Frenette X

Chatham Hall Representative Gabby Kennedy X

Off-Campus Representative Taylor Barrett X

Off-Campus Representative Nicole Gonzalez X

Off-Campus Representative Brandon Leblanc X

Sexuality and Gender Diversity 
Representative

Olivier Hébert X

Social Inclusion Representative Rebecca Kingston X

Grad Class President Leeanne Doxtator X

Member at Large Representative Robyn Metcalfe X
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1. Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was presented to council. 
It was moved by Brianna Workman to approve agenda as presented. 
Seconded by Rebecca Kingston 
Motion passed 8 in favor with 1 abstention from Silas McDonald.  

The agenda was approved. 

2. Approval of the Minutes 

It was moved by Rebecca Kingston to approve the minutes from the previous meeting. 
Seconded by Brianna Workman 
Motion passed 8 in favor with 1 abstention from Silas McDonald.  

3. Business Arising from the Minutes 

4. Executive Reports 

4.1 President’s Report –Philippe Ferland:  
I was not here last week because I was invited to a dinner. It was either dinner or council and I chose dinner!  

East Coast Student Leadership Conference is coming along well. Sign-ups are now out, you can access that on 
the STU website under “call for applications” in the East Coast Student Leadership section. I encourage you to 
all do that and to encourage anyone you know who might be interested. 

Scott Dugay’s alcohol survey, I brought this up two weeks ago, it was sent out through student emails and there 
is one week left. So if you drink alcohol… 

Comment from Rebecca Kingston: Or even if you don’t! We don’t want to discourage anyone from taking the 
survey, it is meant to be a median. We want to test the waters and see where we are at. Obviously if everyone 
who takes the survey doesn’t drink that won’t be beneficial for us. However, not drinking is still a drinking habit. 

Philippe Ferland: Yes that is true.  

Yesterday Brianna and I met with Minister Melanson which Brianna will probably speak more about. 

The Indigenization Conference last week was smooth. I sat on the student day panel for the non-indigenous 
perspective and it well really well. It was an interesting position to be in. There were the posters unfortunately, 
which I will get to next. But there it was a really nice conference and we have gotten a lot of positive feedback 
and we are hoping to do something like it again in the future.  

  
The white supremacist posters last week, we released a statement on that and how we are against that kind of 
disgusting bigotry at our school. Reporters were asking if I would present this to council so does anyone have a 
different opinion about those posters? 
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Comment from the chair, Rachel Barry: This needs to wait until the end of your report or we can add it under 
New Business if you want to have a discussion. 
Response from Philippe Ferland: I don’t think anyone has a different opinion, that’s why. 
  
Cool, alright, we’re good. The Indigenous Reconciliation Committee, we are having our blanket exercise next 
week and because of that we won’t have council. We will all be going to the blanket exercise. You are all invited 
and we recommend you do come. I also have posters to give out so after the meeting come see me. I have been 
contacted by the lawyer of PSAC to start negotiations. So tomorrow Matt and I will meet with him to discuss 
when to start negotiations with the Collective Bargaining Agreement. 

Question from Brianna Workman: Does everyone know what the blanket exercised is? Should we explain it? 

Response from Philippe Ferland: A blanket exercise is an interactive learning experience where blankets are set 
down and you interact to learn that over the course of history indigenous people have lost their land through 
atrocities that have led to current issues with indigenous people today. It is a very hard and emotional 
experience. At the end there is a reflective portion when you get to reflect on the experience where you get to 
reflect and see how you can further live your life with these lessons in mind.  

Question from Olivier Hébert: The event is next Thursday? 
Question from Silas McDonald: Where at? 
Response from Philippe Ferland: Next Thursday at the upper court yard. 

4.2 Vice-President of Administration’s Report – Matt LeBlanc:  
A few things, there is another new society that is yet to be formed because there is no governance committee, it 
is the Great Books Society. 

With Campus trust we are doing an internal review on our governance structure. We have conducted a survey 
in August so I have been going through the data and analysing it. I have made documents for other people to 
digest the material in charts so they don’t have the tedious and boring job I have. We will be meeting next week 
or the week after to discuss it. There will be changes in places we didn’t think and no changes in places we 
thought. So that’s always good.  

I had a meeting with Dave Dunbar about accessibility on campus to make sure that campus is accessible for 
anyone in a wheelchair. Some concerns that came up and they were addressed because we realised they 
weren’t problems after all! 

3. Vice President of Education’s Report – Brianna Workman: 
The NBSA survey on barriers towards experiential learning that was released in the summer and wasn’t 
successful was released again on Wednesday. I encourage all of you to encourage your houses and OC groups 
and on your personal social medias to share it. I encourage you personally to participate, even if you haven’t 
participated in experiential learning, tell us why you haven’t. It will be running until the 20th and every student 
that participates can be entered into a draw for a 100$ gift card to the bookstore.  

For David Coon’s youth round table we are still looking for people to join. He is our local MLA and represents us 
in the Legislature, he represents a lot of university students. It is only once a month and is low commitment and 
he asks what issues you wants him to bring up.  

We chose our lobby team for the NBSA lobby week: 
Rebecca Kingston 
Amy Baldwin 
Wasiimah Joomun 
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Sarah Wylde 

The new minister for Post-Secondary Education after the cabinet shuffle is Minister Melanson. We meet with 
this minister most often. He reached out to Phil to meet with us. We got to preview our proposals pre-lobby 
week. Everything was well received, he said he can’t make promises but he liked the sexual violence proposal, 
the experiential learning, fund and the indigenous cultural training.  
  
For those of you not signed up for committees, if you are interested in writing an advocacy policy for the 
STUSU, sign up for my committee! I want to reform that document and make it easier to read. I want to add 
things, maybe about what we saw about posters this week so we will have a position about issues like that on 
the books. 
If you have other friends or folks who want to get involve with committees encourage them because they don’t 
need to be involve with STUSU to be on committees. 

We will have by-election results next evening. So we will have council training in the next few weeks leading up 
to the retreat. Like the blanket exercise, we will learn more about your jobs, we will have Rob and Sam Titus 
from the NBSA, and we do have a couple other weeks from before the retreat so if there is anything you find 
you need sooner rather than mid-November, please don’t hesitate to ask. 

4. Vice-President of Student Life’s Report – Jimy Beltran:  
On Tuesday we had a meeting with the Sexual Assault Prevention Committee to discuss our October event. It 
was very productive.  

We finalized the Community Food Smart Order, we have 14 compared to last month when we had only 1. 

Regarding United Nations Sustainable Development Goals Training, I met with Dave to talk about setting up 
Kinsella for the event. We have sold 210 if we get to 250 I will be happy! We have a surplus in the budget and 
will allocate 2000 to seed funding to kick-start sustainable development goals projects. We will need to make 
an application process for that. I went to FHS to encourage them to come to the event. 

I met with Steve Lee, one of our speakers at like 12AM and so I went to bed late that night…. 

I met with Morgan to discuss Trick or Eat and the Winter Gala. He is leading those events. 

I met with Trish to set some goals for the planning of the jobs fair for next week. I spoke with the executive 
director of the chamber of commerce and they are interested in participating. I will send them invitation 
packages for the fair tomorrow. 

Finally, tomorrow I have my normal meeting for the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals Training. 

5. Employee Updates 
No employee updates were available. 

6. Representative Reports 

6.1 Harrington Hall 
Our house party was a success with a surprising amount of sign-ins. We had a lot of first years who want to be 
involved with societies on campus. They have had troubles accessing a comprehensive list on the STUSU 
website. Maybe some of the links are broken with all of the new societies? We just wanted to bring that to your 
attention. 
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Our Sport and Nutrition Rep formed a food committee to investigate meal hall consisting of 5 members after 
Rebecca’s suggestion. 

Rebecca: Just to clarify, meal hall told me to suggest the forming of a committee, I did not instigate. 

Matt: We updated the club list 2 weeks ago, it is under ‘get involved’. 

6.2 Vanier Hall   
No report was available. 

6.3 Holy Cross House   
We had our first actual full House Committee meeting this week so that was exciting. Our first party is October 
20th, it isn’t Halloween weekend, but it is Halloween enough so it will be Halloween themed. We are planning 
our annual service auction; we are steering away from the ice bucket challenge as it is getting cold. So we are 
coming up with alternative services to sell. 

Comment from Jimy Beltran: I like your t-shirt. 
Response from Hailey Frenette: Thank you. 

6.4 Chatham Hall 
No report was available. 
 
6.5 Off-Campus (Nicole Gonzalez) 
I am the only one that can attend meetings. We made sticker tag and upped our advertising courtesy of my 
editing skills. It is going well and we are paying for intramurals tomorrow. 

6.6 Social Inclusion Representative (Rebecca Kingston) 
On Friday I had my sit down in JDH and I got a lot of homework done… Erin Fredericks come over to chat, but 
just to talk about life.  
I talked to Jimy and said, hey Jimy that is the least successful thing I have ever done. And he asked me “where 
are your posters?” And I realised that was probably why nobody came and talked to me! 
I put the request in, but then realise that they weren’t ready in time for the event. So we are going to try again 
and hope for more success next week. If it doesn’t work after advertising is running and we determine it is the 
format, we will revaluate again. 

On the Keep it Social front, they upped my budget from $1000 to $1500! So I’m really impressed! They gave 
me an order form for promotional materials and they have a bunch of cool products you can buy. For example: 
when you walk through the hallways in residence you need to cover your drinks and they sell things that you 
can put over your cans that make them relatively spill proof. They also sell shot glasses with the actual shot 
measurement on it. One shot is actually not the full shot glass- explains a lot! Not just for me, for others! I think 
these are really great and I am interested in ordering some of them. 

With all of my materials now, we can start the committee so I will send an email to those interested in the 
committee after the break. 

I was emailed back by the Special Olympic lady, Rosalind Fagan, and she was really happy to hear from us. 
Concerning Spread the Word to End the Word, she said we are actually having a national campaign in March 
for and she could help me with materials! And I said, you know what Rosalind? Bang on. So I am going to meet 
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with her after the break and I am going to move that campaign from this semester to next semester to up the 
impact. 

Concerning Camp Triumph, the guy who founded it lived in Harrington. He was also on board and said it would 
be nice if he had the money now, so instead of next semester it would be better to do it this semester. It costs 
about 500$ to send one camper to camp per week. So I will move that campaign to this semester and work on it 
after Thanksgiving. 

Brianna: When did you submit your poster request? And they are still not done? 
Rebecca: I did submit the form and I emailed you about it. Unless I missed something. 

6.7 At-Large Representatives 
No report was available. 

6.7 Sexuality and Gender Diversity Representative  
As I mentioned, pride week was last week. We had a great turn out at the coffee house. Some people saw their 
first drag performance! Anthony Bryan and Thomas MacDougall were MCs and that is always a good time. Last 
year, for the first pride, we awarded the Dr. Erin Fredericks Community Hero Award was awarded to Erin. This 
year it was awarded to Sara Nason because she picked up all of the unfinished stuff for pride about a month 
before it went to show because the person organizing pride unfortunately did not return to university this year. 

Eli Matheson wrote a rant that was published on the AQ website about the fact that gender neutral housing is 
still not a thing at university. It was first mentioned in my first year and has still not seen the light of day. I’m not 
sure if we can do something with STUSU to help with that to make that happen or work with the university to 
make it happen. 
Allegedly, in speaking with Erin Fredericks, the university did not want to be the first one to do it because of the 
backlash. However, Ryerson has done it, it is their default and you must opt out of it, so if you want to live with 
some one of the same gender you need to make that known. Otherwise, you will be based upon common 
interests and living compatibility, not gender. We hope that this will encourage STU to change their policy. 

There was an article written for Pride week and Spectrum, one of the queer organizations at UNB who has also 
been at STU for some time, had issues with some of the wording. The leader of spectrum is known to have has 
issues with almost everything that comes out of STU if it is not related to  Spectrum. They were upset with the 
wording that until Eli and myself came to STU there was no STU exclusive organization for students. Which is 
true because Spectrum was a UNB organization that also catered to STU students.  

And that’s what’s happening with the gays this week. 

7. New Business 

8. Questions, Announcements and Notices  

Comment from Philippe Ferland: There is an indigenization snap chap filter! Use it! Also, come see me about 
posters.  

Brianna Workman: We are going to go over Committees again quickly.  

Academic and University Affairs Committee 
This one deals typically deals with Senate. I want it to do some proactive work with issues that will come up on 
Senate to be a means of consultation. I have an idea for it to take the lead on things like the petition and 
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meetings about the class time changes last year. We will be rewriting the advocacy policy for the STUSU and 
presenting it by the 3rd meeting of the SRC in October. It is a general statement of what the STUSU advocates 
on. 

Communications committee 
This year we are trying to do more with this committee. In the past, they would share FB events, now we will 
physically meet and help with the Union’s communications. I need one At Large Rep and we will pass these 
around again after the by election when we will have more At Large Reps, just so you know Robyn. 

Member Relations  
I will be looking for an At Large Rep to chair it. It will either be us as council towards the rest of the student body 
or  
There are two options with this committee. Either it will be communicating what the STUSU does to the 
student body, or it can take a council perspective and plan events to bond council. Should be fun if you like to 
plan events and communicate what the STUSU does, but basically all of council has to sit on it! 

Jimy Beltran:  

Activities Committee 
This Committee will plan events for the year like the Winter Gala, Trick or Eat, and different activities I am 
planning for the year. I need two SRC members for it to be valid. There is currently nobody, if nobody signs up I 
will start picking on people. 

Sexual Assault Prevention Committee 
As I previously explained. If you want to participate in activities to prevent rape culture on campus. 

Matthew LeBlanc:  

Finance Committee 
We need to get this up and running quick. On this committee, we get applications for Academic Assistance 
when students go to conferences. Clubs and Societies Forms come here as well. This committee will meet 
through the semester, depending on when we get applications. 
Anyone can sign up for these committees, even if they aren’t councillors.  

Governance Committee  
Here we will deal with constitutional issues of the STUSU including By-law interpretation. New club 
constitutions will also come through governance committee. We work on policy changes, so we might work 
with Brianna’s committee to have our official policy match our advocacy polity. NERDY!  

9. Adjournment 

Submission: 

The minutes were respectfully submitted to the Vice-President of Administration on Sunday, October, 8th, 
2017.  
Laura Robinson  
su_secretary@stu.ca  
Recording Secretary  
STUSU Student Representative Council
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